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1. Introduct ion.

Anthropologists know that, although ttmy boyfriendr'r "my
old man, rr and rrrny main man, rr may refer to the same man, the
words evoke di f ferent  socia l  contexts and pract ices.
Despi te th is real izat ion,  cogni t ive anthropologists have
found i t  d i f f icul t  to say how th is contextual iz ing
informat ion should be incorporated into cogni t ive accounts.
Despi te ever more sophist icated analyses,  our descr ipt ions
of trtypified knowledgetr often seem somehow removed from
social process, human striving and human struggle. In the
analyses, knowledge systems sit l ike gems of wisdom unhooked
from their  pract ice in actual  h istor ical  and socia l
contexts. It is as though cultural knowledge is always
cogni t ively presented as doxa-;as t ineless,  natural ,  non-
arbj- t rary,  indisputable t ruth.  z

Perhaps for  Americans,  t rat t ract ivenessrt - - the subject  of
th is paper-- is  usual ly  thought of  as a t i rneless t ruth that
is  forever and always re levant .  Perhaps aI I  such complex
cul tural  categor ies,  f rom at t ract iveness in the U.S. to the
vi ta l  r r forcerr  of  wi tches in the French Bocage (descr ibed by
Favre t -Saada ,  1980) ,  a re  men ta l l y  p resen ted  as  doxa . r  Bu t
perhaps they are not .  Perhaps at t ract iveness is  associated
with,  and evaluated by reference to part icular  socia l
pract ices or  act iv i t ies and part icular  groups.  The guest ion
is important because the category of attractiveness is a
cul tural  keystone of  the gender status quo in the U.S. I ts
apparent fixity, its seeming permanence or impermanence
surely af fects the possib i l i ty  of  resistance and opposi t ion
to that  order.

The American women in the studies described here
accorded a womanrs at t ract iveness a s igni f icance analogous
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to  tha t  acco rded  a  man 's  ( fa in i l y ' s )  honor  i n  Bourd ieu rs
Kaby l i a  ( : . 9771 .  A t  l eas t  th i s  was  t rue  fo r  the  women when
the study was done. At  that  t i rne they were part ic ipat ing in
co l l ege  peer  cu l tu res .  In  an  h i s to r i ca l  ove rv iew o f
Aner i can  campus  cu l tu res ,  Horow i t z  (L987 :208) ,  g i ves  a
f lavor gf  the importance of  womenrs at t ract iveness as
f o l l o w s 4 :

As dat ing entered the col lege scene, i t
fundamental ly  reshaped the col lege I ives of
c o e d s . . . . i t  e s t . a b l i s h e d  t h e  k e y  w a y  t h a t  w o m e n
ga ined  s ta tus .  Co l lege  men  v ied  fo r  pos i t i ons  on
the  [ spo r t s ]  f i e ld  o r  i n  the  newsroom;  co l l ege  women
ga ined  the i r  pos i t i ons  ind i rec t l y  by  be ing  asked  ou t
by the r ight  man. Their  pr imary contests became
those of  beauty and popular i ty ,  won not  because of
what they did,  but  because of  how and to whorn they
appea led .

carnpus dat ing began in the U.S. some sixty years ago and,
though the dat ing pat terns have become more infornaL,  the
h is to r i ca l  s i t ua t ion  desc r ibed  by  Horow i t z  rough ly  ma tches
the s i tuat ion I  found on two uni-vers i ty  campuses in the l -ate
1 9 7 0  t  s  a n d  e a r l y  1 9 E 0 r s .  t t A t t r a c t i v e n e s s r r  o r  r r d e s i r a b i l i t y "

rernains a centra l  cul tural  interpretat ion of  the force
dr i v ing  wonen 's  re la t i onsh ips  to  men  (Ho l land  and  E isenhar t
1988) and therefore of  rnornent in the reproduct ion of  the
gender status guo.

In th is paper I  ask:  How is at t ract iveness nental ly
presented? Is i t  a lways cogni t ively presented as an aspect
o f  the  wor ld  tha t  t ranscends  soc ia l  d i v i s ions  o r  i s  i t
sonehow evocat ive of  part icular  socia l  groups and part icular
soc ia l  s t rugg les?  Here ,  I  desc r ibe  severa l  sugges t i ve
pieces of  two research projects that  were lef t  by the
wayside,  unaccounted for  in my previous analyses.  These
p ieces  h in t  t ha t  cogn i t i ve  p resen ta t i ons  o f  a t t rac t i veness
are  r rheard r r  and  f r seenr r  i n te rna l l y  t t i n  the  vo ice t r  and  r r i n

the i rnagerr  of  socia l ly  s igni f icant  others engaged in act ion.
They suggest  ways in which th inking and feeLing about
at t ract iveness are confounded wi th th inking and feel ing
abou t  soc ia l l y  s ign i f i can t  o the rs .

The paper begins wi th a descr ipt ion of  at t ract iveness
informed by recent  advances in cogni t ive anthropology.  The
previously inexpl icable p ieces of  interv iews f rom my studies



are then descr ibed and their  impl icat ions for  cogni t ive
presentat ions descr ibed.  Since the ideas of  the paper bui ld
upon unant ic ipated f indings of  studies designed for  other
purposes,  my account is  not  a systemat ic presentat ion of
data,  but  rather a mining of  a number of  r rcasesrt .  The
research methods are descr ibed only in br iefest  and most
relevant  detai l .  As for  the samples,  suf f ice i t  to say that
the studies were carr ied out  over a four-year per iod in the
Late sevent ies and ear ly e ight ies at  two univers i t ies of  the
Arner ican South.  The univers i t ies,  which are in c lose
proxin i ty  to one another,  I  wi l l  cal l  by the pseudonyms,
I 'Bradfordrr  and rrSU. t r  Bradford is  an histor ical ly  b lack
university with students from lower-niddle and working-class
backgrounds;  SU, an histor ical ly  whi te school  wi th more
niddle-c lass students than Bradford.

2.  From Prototypes to cul tural  l lodels.

Twenty years ago,  a cogni t ive anthropologist  might  have
studied at t ract iveness by bui ld ing a checkl is t  of
d i s t i nc t i ve  fea tu res ,  i . € . ,  t hose  necessary  and  su f f i c ien t
features of  a person-- let  us say a woman-- that  must  be
present before t rat t ract iverr  would be a sernant ical ly  correct
appellation for the woman. Perhaps the woman rnust appear to
be wi th in a certa in age rangei  a certa in weight  range;
perhaps her body must have a certa in shapei  her hair ,  a
ce r ta in  l us te r ;  he r  sk in ,  a  ce r ta in  co lo r  and  sensua l
qual i ty ;  her face,  a certa in physiognorny,  etc.

Today,  we recognize that  such a checkl is t  ( i f  one coul ,d
be  deve loped)  i s  l i ke l y  to  desc r ibe  so le l y  the  p roper t i es  o f
the' rprototypet t - - the exemplar or  best  representat ive--evoked
by the word.  We have learned that  categor ies are not  l ikely
to be dig i ta l  as i rnpl ied by checkl is t  def in i t ions,  but  more
I ikely to be analog categor ies,  organized such that  less
than perfect examples rrshade awayrr from the prototype or
exemp la r .

Prototypes are certa in ly i rnportant .  ALl  sorts of
cosmet i c  and  c lo th ing  indus t r i es  i n  the  U .S .  success fu l l y
curry,  and exploi t  by graphic rneans,  Americansr desires to
approximate the epi tome of  the at t ract ive woman or man.
Nonetheless prototypes have proved to be insuf f ic ient  as a
cogni t ive rraccountrr  of  what people know about categor ies.
Linguists,  anthropologists,  and psychologists have al l  found
i t  necessary to hypothesize an addi t ional  knowledge form--
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the  t t s imp l i f i ed  wor ld , r f  r r cu l tu ra l  rnode l r r r  and  t rmen ta l

nodel , r r  respect ively.  These wor lds and models,  roughly
speaking,  speci fy the background knowledge that  is  presumed,
at  least  for  the purpose of  d iscourse,  in interpretat ions of
a concept l ike at t ract iveness.

2 . L  C u l t u r a l  U o d e l s .

In  an th ropo logy ,  r r cu l tu ra l  mode ls r r  a re  shared  ideas  o f
how the  wor ld ,  o r  some por t i on  o f  i t ,  works .  Qu inn  and  I
(  1-987 :  2 0 )  descr ibed cul tural  rnodels as f  o l lows :

. . . o u r  k n o w l e d g e  i s  o r g a n i z e d  i n  c u l t u r a l l y
standardized and hence fani l iar  event  sequences that
te I I ,  f o r  examp le ,  how rna r r i age  goes . . .  i  o r  how
anger  i s  engendered ,  exper ienced  and  exp ressed . . .  i
o r  under  wha t  c i r cu rns tances  a  l i e  has  been  to ld . . . ;
or  what to expect  in a re lat ionship between two
young adul ts of  opposi te gender.  .  .  , '  or  that  wishes
g ive  r i se  to  i n ten t ions  and  in ten t ions  to
ac t ions .  .  .  .  These  r r s to r ies t t  i nc lude  p ro to typ ica l
even ts ,  p ro to typ ica l  ro les  fo r  ac to rs ,  p ro to typ ica l
en t i t i es ,  and  more .  They  invoke ,  i n  e f fec t ,  who le
wor lds in which th ings work,  actors perform and
events unfold in a s impl i f ied and whol ly  expectable
manner .

When ta lk ing and act ing,  people assume that  their  words
and behavior  wi t l  be interpreted as indexing or  point ing to
a context  of  meaning--a wor ld proposed by a cul tural  model .
V io la t i ons  o f  th i s  assumpt ion  cause  con fus ion  and
prevar i ca t ion .  Fo r  examp le  the  } i ngu is t  Char les  F i l lmore ,  a
key f igure in the developrnent of  r r f rame semant ics,r '  asked us
to consider the word I 'bachelor . r r  Why is i t  confusing to ask
i f  t he  Pope  i s  a  bache lo r?  A f te r  a I I ,  a  bache lo r  i s  an
unmarr ied rnale and the Pope is an unrnarr ied nale.

The  p rob lem,  says  F i l lmore ,  i s  tha t  rbache lo r r  evokes  a
simpl i f ied wor ld " in which prototypical  events unfold:  men
mar ry  a t  a  ce r ta in  age ;  rna r r i ages  las t  fo r  l i f e i  and  in  such
a wor ld,  a bachelor  is  a man who stays unmarr ied beyond the
usual  age,  thereby becoming eminent ly rnarr iageablef i  (Quinn
and  Ho l land  1987 :23 )  .  The  Pope ,  under  h i s  vow o f  ce l i bacy ,
is  s imply not  a re levant  character  in the s inpt i f ied wor ld



o f  the  bache lo r .  (F i l l no re  1975 ,  L982 , '  see  Swee tse r  1987  fo r
an extended discussion of the linitations of prototype
theory  i n  accoun t ing  fo r  the  use  o f  t l i e t . )

3. The Sinplif ied World of Intimate lrlale/Fenale
Relat ionships.

So, what then is the world in which attraction is a
relevant event and attractiveness a relevant guality? In an
earlier analysis of the interviehrs reported be1ow, Debra
Skinner and f  (Hol land and Skinner L985, 1987) concluded
that  ta lk about cross-gender-re lat ionships presupposed a
sirnpl i f ied wor ld of  romance."  In the cul tural  model  that
we hypothesized, the relevant entit ies v/ere intimate
relat ionships and the people ' -at t ract ive women, boyfr iends,
lovers,  and f iances--whose at t ract ion created these
relat ionships.  The typical  progress of  a cross-gender
relationship presupposed by that model can be summarized as
fo l l ows :

(1)  An at t ract ive man ( t tguyt t )  and an at t ract ive woman
(rrg i r l r r )  are at t racted to one another.

(2 )  The  man  lea rns  and  apprec ia tes  the  woman 's  qua l i t i es
and uniqueness as a person.  Sensi t ive to her
desires he shows his at t ract ion by t reat ing her
wel l .  For example,  he buys th ings for  her,  takes
her p laces she l ikes,  and shows that  he appreciates
h e r .

(3)  She in turn shows her admirat ion of  and her car ing
for hin and allows the relationship to become more
int imate.

The model  a lso i rnpl ies the mot ives for  such re lat ionships:

(4)  The re lat ionship provides int imacy.

(5)  I t  a lso provides prest ige.  The re lat ionship
demonstrates that the woman is attractive--she has
at t racted a man--and v ice versa.
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And,  the model  provides a way to compensate for  unequal
at t ract iveness and thus,  a means for  calculat ing re lat ive
at t ract iveness:

I f  t he  woman i s  more  a t t rac t i ve  than  the  man- - i . e . ,
the woman is less at t racted to the man than he is  to
her--he can compensate by t reat ing her especia l ly
wel l .  The manrs t reatrnent  of  the woman is a s ign of
(h i s  assessment  o f )  he r  a t t rac t i veness  re la t i ve  to
h i s .

I f  t he  womanrs  a t t rac t i veness  i s  the  lesse r  o f  t he
t w o - - i . e . ,  t h e  m a n  i s  l e s s  a t t r a c t e d  t o  h e r  t h a n  s h e
to hin--she compensates by lower ing her expectat ions
for  good t reatment.  The womanrs expectat ions of  the
man a re  a  s ign  o f  (he r  assessnen t  o f )  h i s
a t t rac t i veness  re la t i ve  to  he rs .

Accord ing  to  th i s  cu l tu ra l  mode l ,  i n  o the r  words ,
at t ract ion is  the force that  produces int imate cross-gender
re la t i onsh ips  and  the  ab i l l t y  to  a t t rac t - -a t " t rac t i veness - -an
essent ia l  and crucia l  qual i ty  of  those who would part ic ipate
in the wor ld of  romance. At t ract iveness determines how a
vtoman wi I I  be t reated by men. At t ract ive rroman wi l l  receive
a t ten t ion ,  g i f t s ,  and  in t imacy  f rom men  and  w i l l  have  access
to whatever socia l  and mater ia l  arneni t ies the men may wish
to share.  Unatt ract ive r^romen wi t l  e i ther receive bad
treatment f rom at t ract ive men or e lse have to set t le for
unat t ract ive,  Iess prest ig ious men. At t ract ive men wi l l  be
adrnired and chosen as int inate partners by at t ract ive women;
una t t rac t i ve  men  w i l l  have  to  se t t l e  fo r  l ess  a t t rac t i ve
women.

A t t rac t i veness ,  i n  sho r t ,  i s  unders tood  and  iden t i f i ed
in  re la t i on  to  th i s  s inp l i f i ed  wor ld .  A t t rac t i veness
presurnes th is complex of  knowledge, and so,  i t  becomes
clear,  cannot be captured by the ear ly 1960rs cogni t ive
an th ropo log is t  and  h i s  o r  he r  check l i s t  de f in i t i on .  Ne i the r
can at t ract iveness be captured in a prototype.  f t  can be
f igu red  o r  though t  abou t  as  i t  i s  r ressen t ia l i zed ' r  o r
t tembodiedrr  in an indiv idual  such that  some women can be said
to be more at t ract ive--c loser to the ideal  or  prototype of
the at t ract ive woman-- than others.  But  there is  rnore,  much
nore.  At t ract iveness presupposes a wor ld in which
at t ract iveness at t racts others and leads to fur ther
in te rac t ions  and  re la t i onsh ips .  In  the  s i rnp l i f i ed  wor ld ,

( 6 )

( 7 )



attraction is acted out in a taken-for-granted way and thus
provides a basis for  a second means of  f igur ing
attractiveness. The paper treats both the first means which
I  caI I  r ressent ia l ized at t ract ivenessrr  and the second which I
cal l  r renacted at t ract iveness.rr  As the qeneral  problern
dictates, I address the cognitive presentations of these
forms of attractiveness evident in the studies at Bradford
and SU. As wi I I  be shown, these cogni t ive presentat ions
draw upon the cul tural  model  as i t  in forms socia l  act iv i t ies
in which the knowledge is pract iced.

{.  Essential ized Attract iveness.

Some of  the part iculars of  r ressent ia l ized ideal
attractivenessrr rdere irnplied by the cultural model of
romant ic re lat ionships;  others were not .  The modet inpl ied
that  men capable of  sensi t iv i ty  to hromen would be considered
more attractive than men without such abitity and that
womenrs capaci ty for  af fect ion was an important  aspect  of
their  at t ract iveness to men, but  not  which color  of  hair  or
skin-- i f  any part icular  one--would be considered at t ract ive.
These lat ter  sort  of  features seem to be decreed at  least  in
part  by publ ic  fashion as contro l led through advert isements,
represented in beauty contests,  and the l ike.  Examples of
attractive women (the beauty gueens, the models in glossy
advertisements, rrbeforerr and xafteril pictures accompanying
diet  p1ans,  etc.  )  were constant ly  presented to the women in
the rnedia and pointed out by the men and women in their
I  i ves .

The women in our studies--especia l ly  the second study--
Study B--which included open-ended interviews and
part ic ipat ion in the hlomenrs peer act iv i t ies--of ten ta lked
about being at t ract ive.  Their  ta lk presumed a shared not ion
of  ideal  at t ract iveness.  A woman at  SU, for  example,
provided a good example in one of  the interv iews in Study B:

[When  I 'm  w i th  my  g i r l f r i ends , ]  we  a lways  ta l k  abou t
our boyfr iends,  or  how we wish we had boyfr iends,  or
how fa t  we  a re - -we  a l l  say  tha t . . .None  o f  us  have  to
l - o s e  w e i g h t ,  b u t  w e  j u s t  w a n t  t o  b e  t h i n n e r . . . . I r m
gonna lose weight  and c lear up my face and [grow] ny
h a i r  o u t ,  s o  I ' I l  b e  a l l  b e a u t i f u t  t h i s
summer . . .When  we  d id  any th ing  w i th  the  guys ,  we
a lways  asked  them,  t rWha t  do  guys  l i ke  i n  g i r l s? r r . . .



{ .1 Knowledge in Pract ices Essent ia l ized At t ract iveness,
Cr i t ical  TaIk and SeIf  Inprovenent Projectg.

Al though the studies were not  intended to uncover the
detai ls  of  ideal  at t ract iveness or  to determine in which
pract ices ideal  at t ract iveness was important ,  there were
sorne interest ing hints in the interv iews and observat ions,
re la t i ng  to  the  la t te r .  The  SU r , Jomants  desc r ip t i on  quo ted
above sums up a f reguent act iv i ty :  cr i t ic iz ing sel f  in
re lat ion to ideal  at t ract iveness.  The women constant ly
ta lked about how they themselves,  or  others,  departed f rom
the  idea l  and ,  among  themse lves - -espec ia l l y  a t  SU,  the
predominan t l y  wh i te  un ive rs i t y - -d i scussed  ways  and  means  o f
overconing or  rernedying deviat ions f rom the ideal .

There  were  aLso  ind ica t ions  tha t  compar i sons  to  the
idea l  wen t  on  in te rna l l y ,  w i th in  the  ind iv idua l ,  and ,  i n  one
case ,  a  sugges t ion  tha t  the  soc ia l  i den t i t i es  o f  t he  c r i t i cs
had  been  re ta ined .  In  th i s  case  the  woman,  Sandy ,  was  upse t
by the cr i t ical  ta lk.  She had come to SU frorn another part
of  the country and,  f rorn what she said,  found the SU
s tuden ts '  i deas  o f  a t t rac t i veness ,  un fa rn i l i a r .  She
cornmented:

In ny hometown, I  was pret ty much respected in the
community and accepted for  what I  am, or  was,  in
tha t  commun i t y .  I I  was ]  bas ica l l y  you r
nonconformist ,  and I  dressed to sui t  me. But  when I
came down here  f . . . go t  the  impress ion  tha t  he re  I
was  a  s loppy  l i t t l e  g i r l  and  I  d idn r t  have  any  c lass
o r  I  d i d n ' t  h a v e  a n y  s t y l e . . . I  h a v e  s o m e  p r e p p i e
cLo thes ,  and  somet imes  I  wear  them bu t  I  don t t  f ee l
that  what you s/ear puts you in a certa in c i rc le,  and
al l  of  a sudden I  fe l t  that  I  was put  e i ther to one
s i d e  o r  t o  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e , . . . a n d  I  d i d n ' t  h a v e  a
c h o i c e  b e c a u s e  i t  w a s  a l l  a r o u n d  m e . . . a n d  f  d i d n ' t
l i k e  t h a t . . . A n d  i t  r e a l l y  r e a l l y  b o t h e r e d  m e .

Sandy went on to say that  the same forces made her feel  that
she was not  a n ladyrr  just  because she cursed when she got
angry.  Sandy eventual ly  formed a very c lose re lat ionship
with another woman, ceased to be part icutar ly  interested in
rornant ic  re lat ionships wi th ma1es,  and more or  less wi thdrew



from the peer society at SU. As she reported her thoughts
and feelings, the crit icisms were rernembered in the voices
of  her peers.  She seemed to ( re)exper ience the compar ison of
hersel f  to the ideal  through the quest ions and cr i t ic isns of
her peers. They had become an rrinternal interlocutorrr that
invidiously cornpared her to the j,deal and to which she
formulated answers and defenses.o

5. Enacted lttractivsness.

Notwithstanding the irnportance of essentialized
attractiveness--the energy devoted to being attractive and
the bad feel ings,  such as Sandyrs,  engendered by cr i t ic isns
of departures from ideal attractiveness--the second way of
f igur ing at t ract iveness was also i rnportant .  Despi te the
womenrs apparent  concentrat ion on becoming more at t ract ive,
by losing weight  and so for th,  they also expressed great
concern in the interviews with enacting their attraction to
men in actual  re lat ionships.

In the s impl i f ied wor ld of  romance, as descr ibed above,
attraction is both a function and a sign of attractiveness
and prest ige.  When a man--especia l ly  one who is considered
by others to be attractive--is attentive and treats a hroman
wel l ,  he is  at test ing to her at t ract iveness.  Through his
at tent ion,  she gains prest ige and at t ract iveness.

Wa l le r  (L937 :730) ,  w r i t i ng  abou t  a t t rac t i veness  on
co l l ege  campuses  in  the  1 -930rs ,  a l so  no ted  th i s  se l f -
re inforc ing character is t ic  of  at t ract iveness.  He pointed out
that womenrs attractiveness and prestige depended upon
having good c lothes,  a smooth l ine,  abi l i ty  to dance weII ,
and popular i ty  as a date.  As he wrote:

The most important of these factors is the last, for
the gir l 's [sic] prestige depends upon dating more
than anything else; here as nowhere else nothing
succeeds l ike success. Therefore the clever coed
contrives to give the irnpression of being much
sought after even i f  she is not.

Some forty years after Wallerrs research, the ploy of
boosting oners attract iveness by being or appearing-to be
the recipient of positive attention from more than one man
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was reported in the present interviews. A woman at SU spoke
of ttkeeping the upper hand" as a means of rnaking sure the
nan  t rea ted  he r  we l l .  As  was  the  case  fo r  va l - i da t ing  oners
honor in Kabyt ia as descr ibed by Bourdieu (L977),  the t i rn ing
of  responses to male interest  was a del icate matter .  The
interviewer had just asked the wornan to talk more about the
idea of keeping the upper hand:

I  d idn' t  want h im [a man she had just  star ted to go
out wi th l  to th ink that  I  was real ly  cYazy about h im
and that  he couLd just  use me, you know, maybe i f  he
knew I 'd want to go out  wi th h im and stuf f  l ike
tha t .  So  tha t ' s  why  I  j us t  so r t  o f  l e t  h im,  i n
fact ,  I  $ras t ry ing to get  i t  wi th h im, you know, get
the  upper  hand  w i th  h im,  bu t  i t  d idn ' t  work .  Hers
t h e  s a m e  w a y . . .

The interv iewer asked how she t r ied to get  the upper hand.

. . . H e ' d  s a y  s o n e t h i n g  a b o u t  g o i n g  o u t  a n d  I r d  s a y ,
r r W e l l  j u s t . . . w e  p r o b a b l y  w i l l ,  b u t  i t ' s  a  l i t t l e
e a r l y  r i g h t  n o w . r r  I ' d  d o  s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t ,  a n d  h e ' d
a s k  r n e ,  h e  a s k e d  m e  i f  I  h a d . . . a  b o y f r i e n d  b a c k  h o m e
and  I  d idn ' t  say  any th ing ,  and  he  says ,  r 'WeI I ,  I
f  igured you did.  r r  .  .  .

She went on to expla in other ways in which she t r ied to g ive
the man the inpression that  she had other boyfr iends,
including such subter fuges as Ieaving the dorm when she
though t  he  was  go ing  to  ca l l .

As can be seen the enactment of  at t ract ion was not  a
si rnple and stra ight forward process and the women spent t ime
talk ing and th inking about these re lat ionships and their
progress.  The women--especia l ly  those who were more
exper ienced ' - - ta l ked  abou t ,  t yp i f i ed ,  and  ana lyzed
(potent ia l )  romant ic partners and the way they enacted
at t ract ion.  In the fo l lowing quote,  for  example,  a \^roman
descr ibes the narket- l ike forces resul t ing f rom a rrscarc i tyr l

of  nen at  Bradford.

At  t h i s  schoo l ,  i t ' s  abou t  s i x  g i r l s  t o  one  guy . . . so
the ug ly  lguys1. . . th ink  they look l ike  heaven and



wi I I  t r y  to  [ t a l k  to  you ]  a I I  t he  t i ne .  I t r s  rea l l y
sick. And then the ones that you think are cute,
know theyrre cute,  or  theyrre cute and dumb. You
never get  a good combinat ion. . .Some of  these qtuys
have the cutest  g i r l f r iends,  and I  donrt  know how
they  go t  then . . .He  mus t  have  money .  Tha t rs  the
reason why an ugly guy could get a fairly decent
looking gi r l .  He has one of  two th ingsi  a car or
he rs  go t  money . . .And  mos t  o f  t he  guys  he re  tha t  l ook
good ,  they r re  rea l  dunb  and . . .as  fa r  as  ho ld ing  a
conversat ion,  just  forget  i t ;  I td rather ta lk to a
wa l l . . . bu t  w i th  so  many  g i r l s  to  one  guy ,  he  gonna
get somebody regardless of how he act.

Here,  besides ta lk ing about the shortage of  men and i ts
consequences,  the Bradford woman also dist inguished among
the potent ia l  romant ic partners avai lable at  Bradford and
al luded to d i f ferent  types of  men and what they do,  e.g. ,
r r the  ug ly  l guys ] . . . t h ink  they  look  l i ke  heaven  and  w i l l  t r y
to [ ta1k to you]  aI I  the t ime.rr  As i t  turned out ,  th is
Bradford riroman I s focus on styles of enacting romantic
attraction was very conrmon at both Bradford and SU. There
was a large vocabulary for talking and thinking about these
sty les.  The sty les had been rei f ied and associated wi th a
set  of  stereotypes including such types as ' r jerksrr  and
t t jocksrr  and rrb i tches.  r l

Study A-- the f i rs t  s tudy-- in fact ,  began as a more
traditional ethnosemantic study. It focused on the hundreds
of gender-marked type names such as rrturk€yr 

" 
trdyke,It

I t l ibber,  t r  etc.  ,  that  SU undergraduates knew and used. As
the research progressed it became clear that these types
were characters from the world of romance. Most were types
that, because of the way they enacted attraction, caused the
taken-for-granted progress of  int imate re lat ionships to go
awry.  The t r jerkrr  or  r rnerdrr  or  t rcreeprrr  for  exarnple,  vras an
unattractive type who could not compensate for his
unatt ract iveness by t reat ing a sroman especia l ly  wel l .
,Jerks,  nerds,  and creeps were s iurply too insensi t ive to
discern a woman's wishes.  They could not  even te l l  when
women wished they would go away.

t rJocksrrr  r rhunksrt r  and rrath letesr t t  on the other hand,
had prestige and were attractive, but were considered risky.
They tended to be arrogant in their assessment of their own
attractiveness and thus were apt to treat a woman badly.
The women r^rere on the lookout for these types because they
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feared bad t reatment and a consequent loss of  prest ige.  one
wonan, for  exarnple,  tord about an incident--g iven in detai l
i n  Ho l land  and  Sk inner  (L987  ig4 -96 )  - - i n  r " ' h i ch  a  co l l ege
athlete,  sam, snubbed her f r iend Annette.  Annette had taken
Karen and other g i r l f r iends to a party to meet sam, but  when
they got  there sam cornpletery ignored Annette.  He did th is,
according to Karen,  because he was rra b ig jock on
c a m p u s . . . h e  t h o u g h t . . . s h e  [ A n n e t t e ]  w a s  j u s t  a n  a v e r a g e
g i r r ,  a n d  h e  w a s  t o o  g o o d  f o r  h e r . . . h e  j u s t  w a n t e d  t h e  r e a l
[p re t t y ]  g i r l s  a round  h in . . . t o  make  h i rn  rook  tha t  much  more
be t te r . f r  san rs  s t y le  o f  enac t ing  a t t rac t i veness  was  cos t l y
and painfu l  for  Annette.

A th i rd set  of  types was problernat ic  because of  their
unusuaL sexuar appet i tes.  Types r ike pJ-ayboys,  for  example,
were thought to be unusual ly  focused on sex so that  the
wonan was l ikely to be forced to make a decis ion about
physical  int i rnacy before she knew enough about the
re la t i onsh ip .  she  cou ld  eas i l y  end  up  be ing  t rea ted  badry .

Th is  se t  o f  s te reo typed  enac to rs  o f  a t t rac t i on - - the
r r j e r k s r l r  t t j o c k s r r t  r r p l a y b o y s ,  r t  t , g a y s r t ,  t t b r a i n s ,  t t  a n d ,  t o  g i v e
s o r n e  o f  t h e  m e n t s  t e r m s  f o r  w o m e n ,  t t b i t c h e s r r t r r b r o a d s , r l
r r ch i cks r r r  xeasy  lays r " - -was  c lea r l y  an  impor tan t  way  o f
understanding at t ract ion arrd at t ract ivenels.  Besides
frequent ly at t r ibut ing probrems in rornant ic  rerat ionships to
involvement wi th one of  these types,  the women also
accounted for  decis ions they had made by reference to these
s te reo types .  one  woman,  fo r  exampre ,  ta rked  abou t  dec id ing
to avoid a man whorn she of ten saw in the lounge of  her co-ed
dorm. she did not  know him personarry,  but  he gave cues of
be ing  a t t j sg }< t t  and  so  she  judged  h i rn - r i ke ry  to  t rea t  he r
bad ly .

In  a  ca r toon  pub l i shed  in  the  summer  o f  1997 ,  Ju les
Fe i f fe r  g raph ica l l y  po r t rayed  the  idea  o f  p ro jec ted
fantasies and,  wonderfurry for  my purposes,  d iew upon the
:gt  of ,stereotyped enactors of  at t ract ion.  He depicted
hinsel f  as a scruf fy looking man wr i t ing a let ter  to Fawn
Hal l ,  o l iver  Northrs secretary who was interrogated in therr l ran-Contra Hear ingsrr  :

Panel  l - :  Dear Fawn: you have repraced Diane sawyer as
the nedia blonde in rny l i fe.

Panel  2:  The k ind of  b londe who would never go out
w i th  me  in  h igh  schoo l . . .who  hung  ou t  w i th  j ocks
l i ke  O l l i e  Nor th  -



Paner 3: who made me wonder why r was on the reft when
all the hromen who looked like you were on the right.

Panel 4: Fawn, I  lust after you in my video
hear t . . .But  I rm a rea l is t .  I  know that  i f  I  ever
asked you to stay late at the off ice to shred
cartoons -

Panel  5 :  Yourd s tare a t  rne cool ly  and say,  r r l  donr t  do
that anymore. rl

Panel  6 :  Or ,  r r l rm washing my ha i r . r l

5-1 cogait ive Presentationg of Enacted Attract iveness:
Epitonizing Scenes.

Besides leading to the hypothesizing of the curtural
nodel of romance, study A produced some other unanticipated
results. As described, Study A began as a study of the
rneaning of gender-marked names that undergfraduates used to
talk about one another. The research begin with
ethnosemantic techniques--erici tat ion of terns and sort ing
techniques--designed to discover features and dirnensions of
rneaning. But the respondents often deviated from the answer
!o* anticipated by the techniques. we were given some
descript ions that implied morejor-ress straightforward
features or dimensions of neaning, for exarnpie:

(1)  [s issy]  a  male who is  e f fen inate
(2) lbastard] a male who is mean
(3) [stud] a guy who is horny

However, a large set of responses included complex
descript ions of how the type rooked, how the type t lrked,
and what the type did in romantic situations.

[Poy-,  dude, dag,  wirnp,  h ippie,  turkey,  punk,  nerd,
jerk,  pr ick,  sk inheadl  these are loser!  -  a l l  the
names that  you cal l  real ly  queer dates.  Theyfre
usual ly  imurature or  ugly,  or  th ink theyrre cool ,  but
arenrt  at  a l l .  They t ry to i rnpress gi r ts ,  but
actual ly  make fools of  themselves.

[ redneck,  do9,  turkey,  punk,  nerd,  jerk,  sk inhead,
cowboy,  brain l  I  th ink of  98-pound weakl ings -
j e rks .  They r re  a l l  ug l y  l i t t l e  j e rks  tha t  you 'd
never want to be seen with, or never want to talk

( 4 )

( s )
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to.  You cannot qet  r id of  them.
[couchwarmer]  a guy who is too cheap to take you out

so he takes you to h is home aI I  the t i rne.
[ Iad ies r  man ]  a  f r i end ly  man  who  i s  dece i t fu l .
Ladies I  man and rnacho man are var iat ions on the same
theme -  one tends to have larger b iceps.

F ron  the  s tudy ,  we  (Ho l land  and  Sk inner  1987 :87 )  conc luded
that the respondents were conveying their sense of the
socia l  types by out l in ing a socia l  drama, or  somet imes,  a
scene f rom the drama. These scenes -  which were somet imes
descr ibed as though they were being v isual ized -  captured
the  na le  t ypes r  ways  o f  ca r ry ing  on  roman t i c  re la t i onsh ips .

As  ac to rs  i n  the  s imp l i f i ed  wor ld  o f  romance ,  the
respondents were te l l ing us that  these types enacted
at t ract ion in a sty le that  d i f fered f rom the way the
cul tural  rnodel  proposed a male would act  on his at t ract ion
to  a  fema le .  They  were  te l l i ng  us  the  unusua l  aspec ts  o f
the  t ype ' s  s t y le  by  desc r ib ing  the  t ype ' s  pecu l i a r  behav io rs
o r  by  desc r ib inq  the  t ype ' s  i n ten t ions ,  pe rsona l i t y  t ra i t s ,
or  bel iefs that  woul-d lead to untoward romant ic behavior :
I 'He  i s  f r i end ly ,  bu t  dece i t fu l ;  he  th inks  he  i s  coo l ,  bu t
ac tua l l y  makes  a  foo l  o f  h imse l f t '  (Ho l l and  and  Sk inner
1 9 8 7 : 8 7  )  .

More  o r  l ess  g raph ic  dep ic t i ons  o f  the  t ype  and  h i s
ac t ions  w i l l  he rea f te r  be  re fe r red  to  as  "ep i tomiz : -ng
scenes . r r  I n  ou r  i n te rv iews  these  scenes  were  desc r ibed  w i th
emot ion.  They seemed to capture some aspect  of  the type's
behavior  that  was poignant for  the women, that  e l ic i ted
disgust ,  anger or  other st rong emot ion f rom thern.

These epi torniz ing scenes are a type of  knowledge
structure that  Quinn and f  (L987 226) ,  drawing upon Lakof f
(1981)  ,  desc r ibe  as  an  image-schema:  r r .  .  .  image-schemas
[a re ]  ges ta l t s  j us t  as  v i sua l  images  a re .  However ,  t hey  a re
much rnore schemat ic than what we ordinar i ly  th ink of  as
visual  imaqery,  and they may contain not  just  v isual
componen ts  bu t  a l so  k ines the t i c  i n fo rmat ion  o f  a l l  k inds . "

Epi tomizing scenes are a type of  image-schema, but  one
perhaps less schemat ized than the gener ic def in i t ion
suggests.  That  epi tomizing scenes are important  in
presentat ions of  socia l  and cul tural  s i tuat ions has been
cor robora ted  by  o the rs .  Needham (1981) ,  f o r  examp le ,  has
noted scenes which seem to capture complex s i tuat ions in a

( 6 )

( 7 )
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single poignant gestal t .  Needhamrs t raf fect ive scenesrr l
r rexenplary scenesrrr  and rrparadigrmat ic scenesrrr  a l though
discussed in relation to a different conceptual framework,
are suggest ively s imi lar  to t tepi toniz ing scenes.rr  (See also
wh i te ,  i n  p ress .  )

Markus and Nur ius (1.987),  in another l ine of  research,
have summarized social psychological work on self schemas.
That research,  largely conducted in the U.S.,  suggests that
we imagine our possible futures, our potential
accompl ishments,  our potent ia l  d isasters,  in fa i r ly  concrete
detail--somewhat as Feiffer depicts his irnagined encounter
wi th Fawn Hal l .  we then t ry unsurpr is ingly to real ize
valued scenes and avoid the negative ones. It seems
reasonable to suggest  that  these v is ions of  future selves
are inforrned by cultural models and to suppose that, in the
case of rornantic relationships, ideas for possible futures
are developed by projecting oneself into encounters with
others--possibly stereotyped enactors.

In addi t ion to the research just  summarized,  we also
have indication that the various stereotyped enactors are
simi lar ly  v isual ized.  Ashmore and del  Boca (L986) have
conducted studies on the type names used in the research
descr ibed here.  In some of  their  s tudies,  they asked
respondents to v isual ize types,  such as a rrcareer womanrr l
and describe them. Their data show a great amount of
agreement arnong college age students in the Northeastern
U.S. on several  features:  hair  s ty les,  c loth ing,  behavioral
manner isms, speech sty le,  etc.

The salience of visual appearance and ways of talking
character ized in the epi tomizing scenes also nay help to
explain the sort of netonyns that allude to the types in
everyday discourse. The women did not always invoke a
part icular  stereotyped enactor  by the typers label ;  they
sirnply referred to a feature of  the typers v isual  appearance
or a way of  ta lk ing.  A statement l ike r roh,  yourre wear ing
your add-a-beadsrrr  was enough to evgke the rrsoror i ty  g i r l r l
and her way of  enact ing at t ract ion.o

Mental presentations that retain manner of speaking and
sty le of  dressing are of  specia l  analyt ic  inportance,  of
course, because rrays of speaking and hrays of dressing are
of ten taken as rnarkers of  socia l  ident i f icat ion.  Bakht in
(Volosinov 1986) and others have argued that  inner speech
partakes of images or srays of speaking that are associated
with part icular  socia l  groups and indiv iduals.  our internal
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d ia log,  in other words,  goes on in voices of  others that  we
may recognize.  Here too,  as in the other research just
c i ted,  there are c lues that  our mental  presentat ions of  the
ways of  enact ing at-uract iveness are in the voices and images
of people that  we recognj-ze.  Romant ic types are not
represented in a sort  of  d isembodied proposi t ional  for :m
which s inply descr ibes what they do in romant ic
relat ionships.  Rather they assume an image, a form that
reta ins informat ion about who they are or  at  least  the
socia l  c l ique or  campus group to which they belong.  This
topic of  the socia l  ident i f icat ion or  grounding of  cogni t ive
( re )p resen ta t i ons  w i l l  be  taken  up  aga in .  F i r s t  I  w i l l
d iscuss fur ther aspects of  the pragmat ics of  knowledge about
enacted at t ract iveness .

5 .2  Know ledge  in  P rac t i ce :  A t t rac t i veness  C la ims  in
Soc ia l  D isco t r r se .

In rornant ic  encounters--as al ready pointed out-- the
r/omen tr red to j .mprove their  own at t ract iveness by giv ing a
(potent ia l )  sui tor  the idea that  they were compet ing wi th
other rnen.  I t  is  not  surpr is ing then that  the women also
tr ied to af fect  their  own and others I  at t ract iveness by
cla iming that  the other hras a negat ively-valued,
unat t ract ive stereotyped enactor--a t t jerkr t  perhaps or  an
I tassho le r r r  when  women labe led  men ;  a  | t b i t ch r r  o r  r rdumb

broadr r r  o r  r reasy r t  when  rnen  labe led  women.

A cLue to the sal ience of  pragrmat ics appeared in the
f i rst  s tudy--Study A.  The Study-A interv iews, i t  wi l l  be
renenbered,  were of  a type used to e l ic i t  the meaning of
nanes  l i ke  t t t u rkey r r  and  r rgay . t r  Many  o f  the  responses ,
however,  to ld us not  about the sernant ics,  but  about the
pragmat ics,  of  the terms. Some respondents grouped terms
such  as  I tb i t ch r t ,  r r sh rewr r ,  t t dog ,  r r  f rdumb b londe ,  r r  t t a i rheadr r l

etc.  together because they could al l  be used to insul t  a
wonan. Other terrns (such as rrsweetheart t t )  were said to be
endearrnents.  In some cases,  both the semant ic and the
pragmat ic inforrnat ion was given and in some, only the
pragnat ic.  The pragrnat ic ,  for  some respondents,  for  some
terms, was more sal ient  than the referent ia l  rneaning of  the
terns.

As became clear,  the set  of  names for  stereotyped
enactors is  a complex and r ich tool  for  making c la ims and
counter c la ims about sel f  and other.  Not  only are the names
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themselves rrcolorfufrr so that they convey evaluations of the
different ways of enacting attraction, but also the
categor ies are ref lex ive.

As Bol tanski  and Thevenot (1983),  amonq others have
pointed,  out ,  socia l  c lassi f icat ion systems tend to c lassi fy
the c lassi f ier  as wel l  as the c lassi f ied.  In the systern
descr ibed here,  a woman who refers to a man as an rrassholer l

is inplicitly clairning that he holds no attraction for her
at all, and thus that she is more attractive than he is. On
the other hand, by classifying a man as a ttplayboy, rr the
woman both adnits to his attractiveness (as testif ied by his
attractiveness to other women) and the possibil ity that he
would at least try to treat her as though she were more
attracted to him than he to her. In other words, she adrnits
to the possib i l i ty  that  he is  more at t ract ive than she is .

In the case of  at t ract iveness,  the c lassi f ier  not  only
classi f ies the target  of  her c lassi f icat ion and hersel f  she
also c lassi f ies those who are int inately re lated to the
classi f ied.  In the unnarked case,  the taken-for-granted
si tuat ion of  the cul tural  nodel ,  i t  is  those of  s i rn i lar
attractiveness who become intimate. Thus, a womanrs
boyfr iendrs at t ract iveness is  a s ign of  her own
att ract iveness.  I f  a womants boyfr iend hrere to be cal led a
rrnerd, rf then her attractiveness also would be impugned. If
a  man  ca l l ed  ano the r  manrs  g i r l f r i end  a  "dogr "  he  a l so
inplied that her suitors rrere unattractive. The reflexivity
of these categories enabled an individual to propose a
hierarchical  ranking of  a number of  people,  inc luding hi rn or
hersel f ,  s imply by label ing one person.

Aside from their reflexivity, the names of stereotyped
enactors also tended to be easily constructed and their
meaning easily discerned. Many of the names were
constructed from metaphors and assonance-rines. As a result,
the evaluation of the type was apparent from the name. With
names such as rr ratr r r  for  example,  or  r rhunkrrr  r rhot  dogrrr  or
rrasshole,rr  drawn f rom the popular  domains of  animals,  foods,
and body parts (see Hol land and Skinner L985),  the
evaluation of the stereotyped enactor was clear. Nev, names
were created fairly often and because of the conventions for
naming the types and relating then to the cultural rnodel,
the evaluation of the new type and even the probable way in
which the type interfered with the course of intirnate
relationships were evident to those with knowledge of the
model and the conventions. Thus, naming hras a handy means
for trying to discredit others and their styles of enacting
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na le / fema le  re la t i onsh ips .

The wonen and rnen in the present research r^/ere very
sensi t ive tc the use of  names both to d iscredi t  and to take
a  s tand  in  oppos i t i on  to  o the rs .  I n  the  words  o f  one  pe rson
who cornmented on the names col lected in Study-A, for
examp le ,  r ron ly  a  w i rnp  wou ld  ca l l  a  fag ,  a  gay . t t  (See  Ho I Iand
and  Sk inner  1987 :109) .  Ano the r  i n fo r rnan t ,  a  woman in  S tudy -
A, appeared to cobble together on the spot  a negat ive-
sound ing  name- - r fema le  chauv in i s t  p ig r - - to  re fe r  to  women
who have low opinions of  men. In some of  the f i rs t
interv iews that  we did in Study A,  female respondents,
inc luding th is woman, were asked to group types of  males
according to their  s imi lar i ty  in meaning.  This woman
grouped together a set  of  terms that  inc luded f rbastardr  r l
r rp r i ck r r r  r rmachor r r  i l hunk r r ,  t t p layboy , t t  When  she  was  la te r
asked how the terms were s imi lar  she said,  r rwhat a female
chauvinist  p ig would th ink of  males--stereotypical
at t i tudes.r '  She rnade up a neqat ive sounding l -abeL to
c lass i f y  a  genera l  o r ien ta t i on  to  men  and ,  by  imp l i ca t i on ,  a
group of  women that  she opposed.

The respondents in the Study-A interv iews of ten
expl ic i t ly  l inked these names to the type of  person who
would use such a name in pract ice.  Upon consider ing some of
the names, especia l ly  the more derogatory ones,  a number of
respondents said that  they themselves did not  use the word
and that  they had t rouble focusing on the referent  of  the
tenn as opposed to the type of  person who would use such a
tern.  That  is ,  the names were taken by the respondents as
indicat ing stances toward people who were named and use or
re fusa l  o f  t he  names  was  t rea ted  as  a  s ign  o f  a f f i l i a t i on  o r
distance wi th those people who would use such a name. In
pract ice,  negot iat ion over the value of  socia l  groups
di f ferent iated by their  s tance toward rnale/ female
relat ionships occurred through strgggle over the names to be
app l ied  to  these  d i f f e ren t  g roups .v

The use of  the names to d iscredi t  part icular
indiv iduals and/or  their  behavior  a lso was f requent.
act iv i ty  of  d iscussing others and their  behavior  the

fn the

conroentators referred to others as examples of stereotyped
enactors of  at t ract iveness and somet imes calred them such to
their  face or  at  least  to the faces of  their  s igni f icant
others.  Returning to the example given above in which Karen
told about Sam, the big man on campus, and his t reatment of
Annette,  the ordinary g i r l ,  Karen cont inued her account by
descr ib ing her ohrn react ion to Sam. She changed her rn ind
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about h in:  r r l  d idnrt  th ink he was at t ract ive anymore.rr  Her
incl inat ion was to dernean him, to label  h im as a non-
p res t ig ious  ma le ,  an  una t t rac t i ve  t ype :  r r . . . I  wan ted  to
te l l  h i rn . . . t ha t  he  was  ac t ing  l i ke  an  ass . r l

Karen did not venture to confront Sam with her clairn--
after all he was at the party with a woman who clearly
thought he was attractive. Apparently she also kept her
opinion of Sam fron her friends, especially Annette. Even
in the interv iew, Karen was st i l l  v is ib ly upset  for  her
friend Annette and she was ernbarrassed by her own
interpretat ion of  San and i ts  impl icat ions about Annetters
relat ive lack of  at t ract iveness.

In other cases,  the discredi t ing interpretat ions were
publicly presented. Throughout rnost of the one-and-one-half
years of  Study B,  for  example,  L indars dormmates ta lked
about L indars boyfr iend.  He of ten ignored and cr i t ic ized
her, leaving her in tears. The women in the dorm--her
friends--didn't think that he was attractive enough that she
should to lerate al l  the bad t reatment he was giv ing her.
They told her several tiures that he was a ff jerk.'r They
wanted Linda to repudiate what they considered irnproper
treatment.  L indars counter posi t ion--as to ld to the
interviewer--was to defend her own behavior.

L inda's s i tuat ion and the concern to d iscredi t  her
boyfriend was a matter of dorm-floor interest and, in sorne
interest ing ways,  paral le ls the nat ional  concern in the U.S.
about cary and Lee Hart in late L987. I{hen Gary Hart, who
had dropped out of the presidential race because of a
rrmedia-exposerr  of  h is i l l -concealed af fa i r  wi th Donna Rice,
re-entered the race,  h is wi fe,  Lee Hart ,  appeared by his
s ide.  The nat ional  news magazines pondered the s i tuat ion.
Newsweek  (A l te r ,  e t  a l . ,  1 -987) ,  f o r  i ns tance ,  ea r r i ed  an
art ic le which included an inset  sect ion wi th the headl ine:
rIrD HAVE TOLD HER TO LEAVE THE JERK'. In the body of the
inset the writer first sunmed up the irnpression that Lee
Hart hras conveying: rrshe came off as proudly defiant--a
strong woman who chose, despite seemingly compelling reasons
to do otherwise, to stand by- her errant husband in a very
public atay." The writer then went on to question whether
the rrwalmard candidaters ef for ts to redeen hinsel f  wi th the
aid of  h is long-suf fer ing wi ferr  would in fact  earn him a
second chance. Apparently assuming that women voters in
part icular  would be upset ,  the wr i ter  quer ied pol i t ical
women from rrall across the country. rr The journalist found a
singular  lack of  enthusiasm for  Gary Hart .  He quoted Betty
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Fr iedan to the ef fect  that  Hart  had rra l ready shown his
conternpt  for  women, and his re-entry into the race cont inues
to show his contempt for women. rr A guote from Irene
Nat i v idad ,  cha i r  o f  t he  Na t iona l  Women 's  Po l i t i ca l  Caucus ,
nade  re fe rence  to  wha t  I  wou l -d  c lass i f y  as  a  ep i tomiz ing
scene. Nat iv idad al luded to a photograph that  ran in many
newspapers dur ing the expose: t tThe picture of  Donna Rice on
H a r t t s  l a p  i s  e v e r y  w o m a n t s  n i g h t m a r e , r r . . . I ' I  t h i n k  w o m e n
have a long memory when it comes to that. tt

Whi le the women pol i t ic ians seemed to agree about how
to categor ize and evaluate Gary Hartrs behavior ,  they had
d i f f i cu l t i es  w i th  h i s  w i fe ' s .  Wha t  cou ld  they  say  abou t
Lee? She was support i -ng a man who had t reated her bad1y.
In the logic of  the cul- tural  model ,  she was indicat ing that
he was more at t ract ive than she was--otherwise she would not
accept such t reatment--and,  g iven that  the commentators had
so negat ively labeled hin,  how were they to labeI  her? The
comrnentators devised possib le interpretat ions to counter a
negat ive opin ion of  Lee,  but  said that  i t  was I 'painfu l  to
watch[  and,  in the end,  wished that  Lee had refused to
support him.

' r I  g i ve  he r  c red i t .  The  rea l i t y  i s  tha t  peop le  i n  a
re la t i onsh ip ,  who  love  each  o the r ,  do  work  th ings
out,  t r  said Kathy Aubin,  president  of  the Houston
chap te r  o f  t he  Na t iona l  Organ iza t ion  fo r  Women.
r rBu t  I  wou ldn r t  have  pu t  up  w i th  i t ,  and  I  t h ink
mos t  fen in i s t s  wou ldn ' t .  I f d  have  to ld  he r  to  l eave
t h e  j e r k "  ( A l t e r ,  e t  a I . ,  1 9 8 7 : 1 6 ) .

5.3 At t ract iveness Claims in Inner Dialog.

Apparent ly ,  the process of  c la in ing at t ract iveness also
goes  on  in  s in i l a r  fash ion  in  i nne r  d ia log .  The  language  o f
stereotyped enactors--and their  associated epi torniz ing
scenes--are used internal ly  to make c la ims and counter
c la ins about sel f  and future selves.

There r^rere instances in the interviews where women
reported interpreting themselves according to these
stereotypes.  A concise exampl.e came in an interv iew. in
which a woman recounted her ear ly sexual  exper ience.ru She
talked about get t ing involved in many casual  sexual
re lat ionships wi thout  real ly  knowing vrhat  was happeninq.
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She said,  r r l  had sort  of  formed th is concept of  mysel f
as . . .a  l oose  woman. r r  She  coun te red  the  c la i rn ,  r rand  ye t  I
knew I  rea l l y  wasnr t .  I  knew I  d idn t t  be l i eve  in  tha t . r l
She decided that her behavior was the outcome of a
fundarnentalist religious upbringing that had failed to
prepare her for the situations that she would face.

An internal debate related to the attractiveness of
possible future selves was recounted by Susan, one of the
twenty-three women who participated in Study B. The debate
was long standing and continued over the course of the
study. Susan sometimes represented this debate as a
conversation and she used an epitornizing scene to think
about her own future.

During the one and a half years of the study, Susan was
in conf l ic t  over the l i festy le that  she wanted to pursue.  As
she proceeded through school, she rejected concerns of
social reputation and getting rich. She rnoved toward a view
of hersel f  as a t rh ippie i l - - t ra peaceful  deadhead. r r  She had
trouble identifying a goal worth working for in school and
her grades began to fa l l .  She had di f f icul ty ,  however,
giving up the image of herself as being good at schoolwork.
She said of  her s ister  who also was in col lege:

. . .  [She rs ]  r ea l  s rna r t .  We I l ,  she rs  no t  r ea l  smar t ,
shers as smart as me, but shers more responsible and
she s tud ies more. . . .She jus t  got  her  l icense to
operate the [special eguiprnent]. . .Mon and Dad, I ike
i f  she  go t  t ha t ,  i t t s  l i ke . . .  rYes ,  Susan ,  [ and ]  wha t
are you going to do?t ,Oh, shut up! I  donrt want to
hear about that right norr. I

Interestingly, Susanrs debate over l i festyte and the
ramifications of her choice was couched partly in terns of
male/fernale relationships and it affected her participation
in romantic relationships. As referred to above, she was
torn between pursuing a social reputation and wealth versus
a more relaxed, rrhippie[ I i festyle. In her internal debate
she often focused on her feelings about a group of women in
her hometown whom she referred to as rrsocialites.rr She
portrayed these social i tes in an epitomizing scene--hanging
around the country club and talking about their rich
husbands. Susan found this scene so disgusting that she was
critical of a certain attitude her SU schoolnates displayed
toward rornantic relat ionships. I t  wiI I  be recal led that
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ronant ic re lat ionships--according to the cul tural  model--
provide prest ige.  A mot ive for  romant ic re lat ionships is
the procurement of  prest ige.  Susan objected to such a
notive. She brought the interviewer back to the dorm one
night  to show her women in the lounge wi th their  boyfr iends.
Susan fe l t  that  they were t ry ing to show of f  their
boyfr iends and,  apparent ly  because i t  rerninded her of  the
rrsocia l i terr  scene back home, \ , ras put  of f  .  She argued that
boyfr iends should not  be for  prest ige.

6.  Discussion:  Presentat ions of  at t ractLveness and socia l
grouPn.

We have seen var ious hints that  the women internal ly
reproduced at t ract iveness as i t  was being pract iced on the
campuses.  Their  mental  presentat ions of  at t ract iveness
I tborrowedrr  f rom the act iv i t ies in which they engaged wi th
the i r  peers  such  as  sess ions  o f  se l f  c r i t i c i sm and
d iscuss ions  abou t  boy f r i ends '  and  o the rs r  behav io rs .  The
wonen did not  th ink about at t ract iveness by reasoning
logical ly  f rom proposi t ional ly  represented content ,  or  even
by reasoning v ia analogy and rnetaphor (Quinn and Hol land
1987 :27 -30 ) .  They  though t  abou t  a t t rac t i veness  in  re la t i on
to thenselves and others by forming interpretat ions and
counter- interpretat ions to which they were drawn or
repulsed.

A  ve ry  impor tan t  aspec t  o f  t he  women 's  d ia log ic  (o r
nu l t i l og i c )  way  o f  th ink ing  was  i t s  assoc ia t i on  w i th  the
soc ia l  g roups  on  campus .  fn  the  case  o f  se l f - c r i t i c i s rn
re la t i ve  to  an  idea l i zed  o r  essen t ia l i zed  a t t rac t i veness ,
the internal  inter locutors that  pointed out  the womenrs
f l aws  were  iden t i f i ab le  as  the  c r i t i cs  who  o r ig ina l l y
remarked  upon  those  f l aws  (as  i n  Sandy 's  case  w i th  he r  SU
peers)  .

In the case of  interpret ing the behavior  of  others,
label ing as a type,  and thereby ranking them by
at t ract iveness,  t races of  campus groups and c l igues also
remained. Romant ic types were pictured in epi torniz ing
scenes and,  in these scenes,  reta ined the i tems of  dress
( l ike add-a-beads) and ways of  ta lk ing and behaving that
ident i f ied them with indiv idual  persons and groups on
canpus.  Hence, a typers way of  enact ing at t ract ion was
confounded by the women with the behaviors of the social
group wi th which the type was associated.  Susan's decis ion



about a preferred lifestyle seemed to be as rnuch a reaction
to the people,  whom she knew as rrsocia l i tesrrr  as to their
way of  l i fe considered in the abstract .  Indeed i t  would be
very hard to separate the two. Sirn i lar ly ,  Sandyrs th inking
about her own attractiveness seemed to be entangled with,
and inseparable from her thinking and feelings about her
encounters wi th the f lesh-and-blood peers who had cr i t ic ized
her. To the extent that the behavior of these women $/ere
influenced by these rnental presentations, \ire can see that
their  r rstandsl  on at t ract iveness--Sandyts wi thdrawal  f rom
male/ female re lat ionships;  Susanrs choices to re ject  a I i fe
as the wife of an upper niddle class man--were affected by
the cul tural  model  of  romant ic re lat ions,  but  af fected in an
indirect  manner-- through the vehic le of  their  socia l ly
grounded, socia l ly  loaded presentat ions of  at t ract iveness.
The cul tural  modeL, the s inpl i f ied wor ld of  gener ic men and
women and their generic romantic relationships, inforrned the
womenrs nental  presentat ions and the acts and choices that
ensued, but  so did the womenrs associat ion of  campus groups
and individuals with the particular styles of enacting
heterosexual  at t ract ion.  The inpl icat ion,  in other words,
is that their cognitive presentations of attractiveness
confounded propositional content with social context; their
thoughts and feelings about attractiveness \rere not neatly
separated fron their thoughts and feelings about affi l iation
with,  and opposi t ion to,  the socia l  c l iques on campus.

? . Conclusions.

What can be said in sumnary about cognitive
presentations of the culturally cornplex category of
attractiveness?

f have suggested that attractiveness--as it is
expressed arnong young adult wonen in the Southern U.S.--is
bounded by or franed by the cultural rnodel of intinate
cross-gender relationships. The cultural model posits a
sinplified world of ronantic relationships and, in that
world, attraction is a driving force and attractiveness, a
key quality. fn talking and, apparently, in thinking about
attractiveness, the women presumed this world.

The taken-for-granted world of rornance is a world that
is mentally presented as though it sere unhinged fron
innediate social and historical circunstances. Contentious
sexual politics and novenents like the wonenrs movement have
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no place in th is abstracted worId.  The r f t rut l is ' r  of  the
world--that attractive women receive attention and gocd
treatrnent  f rom men; unat t ract ive women, bad t reatment--are
t iureless and not  a matter  for  debate or  opposi t ion.
However,  we cannot conclude that  the cul tural  category of
at t ract iveness is  a lways presented wi th th is ahistor ical ,
asocia l  aura of  naturalness and inevi tabi l i ty .

Al though the women in the studies reported here did,  no
doubt,  at  t imes dwe1l  upon the s i rnpl i f ied wor ld of  romant ic
relat ionships,  the cul tural  model  seerned more of ten tc>
constitute background knowledge rather than the focus of
their  at tent ion.  We know that  people sornet imes th ink and
talk about ronance or  narr iage as a focus in and of  i tsel f .
Qu inn  (1987) ,  f o r  examp le ,  p resen ts  an  in te rv iew in  wh ich  an
informant was c lear ly th inking about marr iage as a system.
The informant worked through the inpl icat ions of  the
cul tural  model  of  rnarr iage to conclude that ,  g iven the way
people enter  into marr iage,  i t  is  amazing that  any marr iaqes
succeed. In the present studies,  however,  the women-- f rom
what I  could te l l - -usual ly  d id not  focus on the wor ld of
ronance, per se.  They did not  s i t  in  their  dorm rooms or
apartrnent  bui ld ings and work out  the loqical  impl icat ions of
the model ,  as a theoret ic ian night  s i t  at  a desk and work
out  the inpl icat ions of  a theory of  the human immune system.
They did not  even work out  the strategic inpJ- icat ions of  the
model  for  how many boyfr iends they should have,  etc.  They
did not  r rp lanrr  to maxirn ize the prest ige and int imacy that
they as women could gain wi th in the parameters set  by the
mode l .

Instead,  the women focused on the act iv i t ies in which
they put  their  knowledge of  at t ract iveness into pract ice.
They used their  knowledge of  ideaL at t ract iveness to measure
with others both their  shortcomings and their  ef for ts to
becone more at t ract ive.  They used their  knowledge of
stereotyped enactors to interpret  and rnake c la ims about and,
sornet i rnes,  to d iscredi t  the at t ract iveness of  potent ia l -
sui tors,  ex-boyfr iends,  f r iends and acguaintances.  They used
their  knowledge to af f i l ia te or  to d istance themselves f rom
part icular  indiv iduals or  groups and f rom part icular  stances
toward rnale/ fernale re lat ionships prevalent  on their
canpuses. The debates and images which they reported of
their  nental  presentat ions of  at t ract iveness resembled these
conmon interpersonal  act iv i t ies.

Unl ike an abstracted wor ld of  romance, these act iv i ty-
based presentat ions of  at t ract iveness seemed cogni t ively to
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preserve their  l inkages to,  and confusions wi th,  people and
groups in the womenrs campus environment. Cognitive
presentat ions of  at t ract iveness reta ined the voices and
images of people and groups that the women knew. The
everyday pol i t ics of  at t ract iveness and the,  a lbei t  low-key,
campus struggles over ways of enacting attractiveness hrere
ref lected in the cogni t ive presentat ions of  the category.
The cultural model, in short, rras presumed by these
cognitive presentations, but the presentations of ideal and
enacted attractiveness were not cognitively presented in the
t imeless mode of  a s inpl i f ied wor ld.  Instead,  these womenrs
thinking both about hrays of being attractive and about
stances toward male/ female re lat ionships was meshed wi th
their thoughts and feelings about the particular people and
groups in their  socia l  wor1d.

Perhaps there are cultural categories that are always
rnentally presented without any trace of particular human
voices and images. Perhaps there are cultural categories
conceived sole ly as a t imeless,  sel f -contained system l ike
Boolian algebra or Morse code. Attractiveness is not such a
category,  at  least  not  in a l l  i ts  nani festat ions.
At t ract iveness is  presented as i t  is  pract iced in socia l
activities and these presentations take forms--epitonized
scenes and debates--that retain voices and images drawn from
the womenrs socia l  and histor ical  context .
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NOTEs.

1 or ig inal ly  presented at  the conference,  r rThe

Representat ion of  Complex Cul tural  Categor ies:  The
Contr ibut ion of  Cogni t ive Anthropology, t r  King's Col lege
Research Centre,  Cambridge,  England.  March 22-23,  1988.

2  S" "  Bourd ieu ' s  (1 ,977 :L64-L7L)  d i scuss ion  o f  r rdoxa .  r r

3 I  t r="  r rpresentat ionrr  instead of  r f representat ionrr  in
order to avoid evoking an empir ic is t rs wor ld of  real i ty
which is  more-or- Iess accurately and more-or- Iess precisely
tr represented.  r r  r rPresentat ionrr  is  used to suggest  a
construct ion--an account that  is  put  together.

4 Sir , ""  one of  the studies--Study B--reported here was
restr ic ted to women, the paper emphasj .zes women and their
perspect ive.  Further,  these not ions of  int imate cross-
gender re lat ionships,  especia l ly  regarding the romant ic
types descr ibed in a later  sect ion,  vary regional ly  in the
U.S. For these reasons,  r rAmerican cul tural  model  of
ronant ic re lat ionships,  I t  should be read as rrcul tural  rnodel
of  rornant ic  re lat ionships found among young adul t  women in
the  sou theas te rn  a rea  o f  the  U .S . r l

5 th"  rnodel  is  appl ied to c lose male/ female f r iendships
as wel l  as romant ic re lat ionships.  For the sake of  brevi ty
of  phrase,  however,  I  usual ly  refer  to the I 'cul tural  nodel
of  romant ic re lat ionshipsrr  or  the "cul tural  model  of
ronance. r l

6  tn  h i=  ana lys i s  o f  rebe l l i ous  work ing -c lass  boys  in
schoo l ,  W i l l i s  (1981)  sunn ised  tha t  the  lads  had
internal ized the posi t ion of  the school  adul ts and thus the
larger society,  as an rr internal  inter locutorr f  who guest ioned
and  c r i t i c i zed  the i r  behav io r .  Tha t  Sandy 's  i n te r locu to rs
on the subject  of  at t ract iveness spoke in the voice of  her
peers rather than school  adul ts or  some other author i ty ,  is
no t  su rp r i s ing .  Our  research  (Ho I land  and  E isenhar t  1988 t
in  p ress ;  E isenhar t  and  HoL land  1983)  sugges ts  tha t  peers
p lay  a  c ruc ia l  ro le  i n  the  rep roduc t ion  o f  t rad i t i ona l
gender re lat ions.

7  t to l l and  (n .d .  )  re la tes  exper t i se  and  exper ience  to
the kind of understanding that the women had of romantic
relat ionships.  Inexper ienced women are Iess knowledgeable
about d i f ferent  sty les of  enact ing romant ic reLat ionships.
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In case the wornenrs views of romance reported here seem
to be missing the i r rat ional  e lement we tend cul tural ly  to
associate wi th love,  the reader should consul t  Hochschi ldrs
( l -983 2255) research.  She found that  men had more romant ic
notions of love than hromen and attributes this difference to
the i r  d i f f e ren t  s takes  in  mar r iage :  r r . . . young  men  ho ld
hegemony over the courtship process while at the same tirne
women, for  economic reasons,  need marr iage more.r l

8 at the tine of the study, sorority hromen often wore a
kind of gold necklace to which one could add gold beads.

9 obviously,  these names also posi t  the existence of
such a group or category of people and, concomitantly, the
existence of  other groups or  categor ies.  They may, in fact ,
contribute to the coalescence of a group.

1o rh.t study was conducted by euinn.
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