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l .  Background

In  recen t  yea rs  many  s tud ies  have  been  ca r r i ed  ou t  on
t h e  g r a n n a t i c a L  o p p o s i t i o n  o f  d e f i n i t e n e s s  a n d
i n d e f i n i t e n e s s ,  f o c u s i n E  b o t h  o n  t h e  t h e o r y  o f  d e f i n i t e n e s s
( G i v o n  1 9 7 7 ,  C h a f e  1 9 7 6 ,  D u  B o i s  1 9 8 0 )  a n d  o n  h o w
d e f i n i t e n e s s  d i s t i n c t i o n s  a r e  r e a l i z e d  i n  p a r t i c u l a r
I a n g u a g e s  ( C o m r i e  1 9 7 9 ,  S c h u h  7 9 7 7 ,  D u  B o i s  1 9 8 0 ) .  M a n y  o f
t h e s e  s t u d i e s  w e r e  c o n d u c t e d  u s i n g  a  d i s c o u r s e  a p p r o a c h ,
examin ing  the  cons t ruc t i on  o r  oppos i t i on  under  cons ide ra t ion
i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  e n t i r e  t e x t s  r a t h e r  t h a n  i n  i s o l a t e d
s e n t e n c e s  o r  g r o u p s  o f  s e n t e n c e s .  T h i s  a p p r o a e h  h a s  p r o v e n
t o  b e  i n v a l u a b l e  i n  t h a t  d e f i n i t e n e s s  m a r k i n g  i s  g e n e r a l l y
d e p e n d e n t  o n  i d e n t i f i a b i l i t y ,  w h i c h  i n  t u r n  i s  d e p e n d e n t  o n
t h e  e n t i r e  d i s c o u r s e ,  a I I  t h a t  h a s  g o n e  b e f o r e  a  p a r t i c u l a r
n e n t i o n  o f  a n  e n t i t y  a n d  a l l  t h a t  i s  t o  f o l l o w  ( G i v o n  1 9 8 3 ,
H o p p e r  a n d  T h o m p s o n  1 9 8 4 ) .

The  p resen t  s tudy  con t r i bu tes  to  the  unders tand ing  o f
d e f i n i t e n e s s  i n  d i s c o u r s e  b y  e x a n i n i n g  a  p a r t i c u l a r  m a r k e r
i n  a  p a r t i c u l a r  l a n g u a g e ,  t h e  n o m i n a L  m a r k e r  - i  i n  P e r s i a n .
- i  has  o f ten  been  desc r ibed  as  an  inde f in i te  marke r ,  and
t h i s  p a p e r  w i l L  d i s c o v e r  w h e t h e r  t h i s  i s  a  s u f f i c i e n t  a n d
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c o m p l e t e  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  i t s  f u n c t i o n .  f n  s o  d o i n g  w e
wi l l  see  how g ran rna t i ca l  and  d i scourse  cons t ra in ts  conb ine
t o  a c c o u n t  f o r  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  - i .  F u r t h e r n o r e ,  w e  w i l l
ga in  i ns igh t  i n to  how one  func t ion  o f  a  no rpheme can  be
ex tended  to  encompass  o the r  func t ions  wh ich  a re  re la ted  bu t
n o t  e q u i v a l e n t .

fn  th i s  paper  I  show tha t  the  na rke r  - i  appears  on
t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  c l a s s e s  o f  N P ' s  w h i c h  a r e  g r a m n a t i c e l L y  a n d
p r a g m a t i c a L l y  d i v e r s e ,  a n d  d i f f e r e n t  d i s c o u r s e  n o t i v a t i o n s
a c c o u n t  f o r  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  c l a s s e s .  H o w e v e r ,  a l l  o f  t h e
env i ronnen ts  where  a !  occu rg  can  be  unders tood  in  re la t i on
to  i t s  cen t ra l  f unc t ion  o f  mark ing  non- iden t i f i ab le  new
m e n t i o n g .  r

The  re la t i onsh ip  be tween  the  d i f f e ren t  func t ions  o f  - i
w i l l  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  f u r t h e r  i n  S e c t i . o n  7 .  S e c t i o n s  1  e n d  2
a re  devo ted  to  a  desc r ip t i on  o f  the  de f in i t i ons  and  methods
used  in  th i s  s tudy .  Sec t ions  3  th rough  6  repor t  t he  resu l t s
o f  the  inves t iga t ion r  and  the  ana lys i s  and  conc lus ion  a re
g i v e n  i n  s e c t i o n  ? .

1 . 1  Q u e s t i o n

A noun  ph rase  in  Pers ian  can  be  marked  in  th ree  wayg
wh ich  re la te  to  i t s  g rammat i ca l  ro le  and /o r  i t s
i d e n t i f i a b i l i t y .  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  a r e  t h e  p o s s i b l e  n a r k i n g s  o n
a  n o u n  p h r a s e :

1 )  - r E  ( f o r  " d e f i n i t e  d i r e c t  o b j e c t s " )
2 ' )  - i  (  f  o r  "  i nde f  i n i t es  "  )
3 )  0  l f o r  a l l  o t h e r  N P ' g )

My  goe l  i n  th i s  paper  i s  to  exan ine  the  poss ib le  func t ions
o f  - i  b y  l o o k i n g  a t  i t  i n  d i s c o u r s e .  A s  j u s t  m e n t i o n e d ,  - i
a l t e rna tee  w i th  rE  and  l ,  so  c lea r l y  the  resu l t s  o f  t h i s
i . nves t iga t ion  w i l l  have  inp l i ca t i ons  fo r  the  desc r ip t i on  o f
the  o the r  t ypes  o f  nomina l  na rk ing .  Because  o f  the  la rge
number  o f  honophonous  - i  no rphemes  in  Pers ian ,  the  - i  be ing
i n v e s t i g a t e d  i n  t h i s  p a p e r  i s  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  b y  c a l l i n g  i t
t h e  u n s t r e s s e d  - i . z

2, DATA and IIBTEOIIS

F o u r  w r i t t e n  t e x t s  w i t h  a  t o t a l  o f  1 , 0 5 1  c l a u s e s  w e r e
used  in  th ie  s tudy .  Two  o f  the  tex ts  e re  fo l k  ta les  wr i t t en
in  th i rd  pe rson ,  and  the  o the r  two  a re  shor t  s to r ies ,  one  in
f i r s t  pe rson  and  the  o the r  i n  th i rd  pe rEon .  In  m&ny  o f  the
tab les  be low,  the  resu l t s  a re  tabu la ted  accord ing  to  tex t ,
so  the  in i t i a le  A ,  !1 ,  P ,  and  Q rep resen t  the  fou r  tex ts  used
in  th i s  s tudy .  In  add i t i on ,  each  o f  the  examp les  in  th i s
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paper  i s  taken  f rom one  o f  the  fou r  tex ts ,  un less  o the rw ise
ind ica ted .

T h e  n e t h o d  o f  t h i s  s t u d y  i s  t o  p i c k  o u t  a l l  o f  t h e  N P ' s
w i th  - i  i n  the  eo rpus .  Fo r  each  NP w i th  - i  va r ious
gramnat iea l  and  p ragmat i c  i n fo rmat ion  i s  reco rdedr  such  as
i t s  g r a n n a t i c a l  r o l e ,  d i e c o u r s e  i d e n t i f i a b i l i t y ,  s h a p e  ( n o u n
o r  p r o n o u n ) ,  c o m p o s i t i o n  ( N  +  A ,  N  +  N ,  b a r e  N )  ,  a n d  i t s
v e r b  ( n e g a t i v e ,  s u b j u n c t i v e ,  e t c .  ) .  E x a n i n i n g  t h i s
i n f o r n a t i o n ,  t h e  n e x t  s t e p  i s  t o  m a k e  s o m e  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s
abou t  where  - i  occu rs  i n  the  da ta .  Any  o f  the  fac to rs  cou ld
b e  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  - i .  D o e s  i t  a p p e a r  o n l y  o n
s u b j e c t s ?  O n I y  o n  n o n - i d e n t i f i a b l e  N P ' s ?  O n I y  w i t h
sub junc t i ve  ve rbs?  On ly  on  an  NP composed  o f  N  p lus
a d j e c t i v e ?  I f  a n y  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s  o a n  b e  m a d e ,  o n e  t h e n  h a s
t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  c o n v e r s e  p r e d i c t i o n .  f f  w e  d i s c o v e r  t h a t
- i  i s  g e n e r a l l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  a  p a r t i c u l a r  r o l e ,  w e  t h e n
h a v e  t o  f i n d  o u t  i f  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  r o l e  i s  g e n e r a l l y
a s s o e i a t e d  w i t h  - i ,  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  t o  d e t e r m i n e  i f  - i  i s
a l w a y s  a n d  o n l y  a  m a r k e r  o f  s u b j e c t s ,  w e  h a v e  t o  a s c e r t a i n
whe the r  - i  i s  requ i red  on  e I I  sub jec ts  and  whe the r
s u b j e c t h o o d  i s  r e q u i r e d  o f  a l l  - i ' s .  T h i s  p r o c e d u r e  i s
s u p p l e n e n t e d  b y  a  n a t i v e  s p e a k e r  c o n s u l t a n t ,  w h o  i s
consu l ted  abou t  nean ing  d i f f e rences  be tween  sen tences  and
who  p rov ides  fu r the r  exaurp les  o f  the  cons t ruc t i on  under
d i s c u s s i o n .

In  under tak ing  such  a  s tudy ,  ce r ta in  te rms  need  to  be
d e f i n e d .  T h e s e  w i l l  b e  d i s c u s s e d  b e l o w .

2 .1  Granna t i ca l  De f in i t i ons

I n  t h i s  a n a l y s i s ,  a  c l a u s e  i s  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  a
p r e d i c a t i o n  c o n t a i n i n g  a  s i n E l e  f i n i t e  s e n t e n c e - f i n a l  v e r b .
M o d a l  v e r b s ,  w h i c h  a r e  i d e n t i f i e d  b y  t h e i r  s u b j u n c t i v e  m a i n
ve rb  comp lenen ts ,  i n f l ec t  f o r  pe rson  and  number  bu t
g e n e r a l l y  d o  n o t  o c e u r  s e n t e n c e - f i n a l l y ,  s o  t h e y  a r e  m e a n t
t o  b e  e x c l u d e d  f r o m  d e f i n i n g  a  c l a u s e . 3

(  1  )  na - tavEnes t -am nesba t  be  t rn  b i ta fEvo t  (A79  )
N E G - c a n . P S T - 1 S G  r e g a r d i n g  t o  t h a t  i n d i f f e r e n t

be-mEn-anl
S J - r e m a i n -  1 S G

' I  c o u l d n ' t  r e n a i n  i n d i f f e r e n t  t o  t h a t '

(  2  )  n i - xEh-an  En- rE  be -bus -am
I M P - w a n t . P R E S - 1 S G  t h a t - R A  S J - k i s s .  P R E S - 1 S c
r f  w a n t  t o  k i s s  i t t

(  P 2 0 o  )
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The  een tences  in  exanp les  (  1  )  and  l2 l  cons is t  o f  one  c lause
each ,  a l though  they  each  con ta in  two  in f l ec ted  ve rbs .

A  gub jee t  i s  de f ined  as  the  NP w i th  wh ich  the  ve rb
agrees  in  pe rson  and  number .  The  sub jec t  may  be  e i the r
o v e r t  o r  n o n - o v e r t ,  i . e .  i t  n a y  a p p e a r  a s l  a  l e x i c a l  N P  o r
p r o n o u n ,  o r  i t  m a y  n o t  a p p e a r  a t  a l l  ( " z e r o  s u b j e c t " ) .  I n
th i s  s tudy  the  d i s t i nc t i on  be tween  the  sub jec t  o f  an
i n t r a n s i t i v e  c l a u s e  a n d  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  a  t r a n s i t i v e  c l a u s e
i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  o n l y  i n  S e c t i o n  ? ,  w h e r e  t h e  g r a n n a t i c a l
r o l e s  o f  n e w  m e n t i o n s  a r e  d i s c u s s e d .  U p  t o  t h a t  p o i n t ,
sub . iec t  w i l l  be  used  to  re fe r  to  sub jee ts  o f  bo th  t rans i t i ve
a n d  i n t r a n s i t i v e  c l a u s e s .

Ob jec t  i s  i den t i f i ed  as  the  NP tha t  can  take  - rE .  Th is
was  de te rm ined  w i th  the  he lp  o f  t he  consu l tan t .  A l though
mos t  non-d i rec t  a rg lumen ts  i n  Pers ian  a re  accompan ied  by  a
p r e p o s i t i o n ,  i n  c e r t a i n  c o n t e x t s  t h e  p r e p o s i t i o n  c a n  b e
o n i t t e d .  B u t  t h e s e  N P ' s ,  w h i c h  c a n  n e v e r  t a k e  - r E ,  a r e  s t i l l
eoun ted  as  ob l i ques  ra the r  than  ob jec ts .  I n  the  fo l l ow ing
e x a m p l e s  w e  s e e  a n  o b l i q u e  w i t h o u t  a  p r e p o s i t i o n  (  3 a ) ,
t h e  e q u i v a l e n t  g e n t e n c e  w i t h  a  p r e p o s i t i o n  ( 3 b ) ,  a n d  t h e
u n 8 l r a m m a t i c a l  g e n t e n c e  w i t h  - r C  ( 3 c ) .

( 3 a )  v a l i  m i - r a v - a d  n a d r e s e  ( t 2 7 8 \
b u t  I M P - g o . P R E S - 3 S G  s c h o o l
r B u t  s h e  g o e s  t o  s c h o o l  t

(3b )  va l i  m i - rav -ad  be  nadrese /  va l i  be  madrese
bu t  IMP-go .PRES-3SG to  echoo l  m i ravad

r B u t  s h e  g o e s  t o  s c h o o l '

(3c )  t  va l i  n i ravad  madrese- rd  /  t  va l i  madrese- rE
mi ravad

The  o the r  E ramnat i ca l  ca tegor ies  used  in  th i s  s tudy
bes ides  sub jee t  and  ob jec t  a re  ob l i que ,  p red ica te  non ina l ,
and incorporated noun. An obl lque NP in th is study is  an NP
w h i c h  i s  t h e  o b j e c t  o f  a  p r e p o a i t i o n ,  a  g e n i t i v e  N P ,  o r  a
t i ne  o r  p lace  adverb ia l  (p lace  adverb ia l s  a re  usua l l y
acconpan ied  by  a  p repoa i t i on ,  t i ne  adverb ia l s  usua l l y  a re
no t ) .  A  p red ica te  non ina l  i s  i den t i f i ed  as  a  non-sub jec t
a rgument  i n  a  c lause  w i th  a  copu la  o r  copu la - I i ke  ve rb .  In
the  fo l l ow ing  examp les ,  the  under l i ned  NP i s  coun ted  as  a
p red ica te  nomina l .
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( 4  )  x E s t - e  x o d - a  a s t  ( M 3 0 7  )
w i l I - L K  G o d  b e . P R E S .  3 S G
' I t  i s  G o d , ' s  w i l l '

(  5  )  rnan  mobse l -e  ke lds  va  a r$ad  n i -5od-am (  A68  )
I  n o n i t o r - L K  c l a s s  a n d  s e n i o r  I M P - b e c o n e . P S T - 1 S G

' I  w o u l d  b e  t h e  c l a s s  m o n i t o r  a n d  s e n i o r '

( 6 )  n u . i u d - i  f a r E n u S  l o d e  b e  n a z a r  n i - r e s i d  ( M 6 )
b e i n g - I  f o r g o t t e n  t o  v i e w  I M P - a r r i v e . P S T . 3 S G
r s h e  s e e m e d  t o  b e  a  f o r g o t t e n  b e i n g '

I n c o r p o r a t e d  n o u n s  a r e  i d e n t i f i e d  a n d  d i s c u s s e d  f u r t h e r  i n
S e c t i o n  7 , 1  .

2 ,  2  DLscourse  De f in i t i ons

N o n - i d e n t i f i a b l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  t h a t  f o r  w h i c h  t h e
speaker , /  w r i t e r  assumes  the  heare r , / reader  w i l l  no t  be  ab le
t o  p i c k  o u t  a n d  e s t a b l i s h  r e f e r e n c e ,  p r o v i d e d  i n f o r n n a t i o n
a l r e a d y  a v a i l e b l e  w i t h i n  t h e  u n i v e r s e  o f  d i s c o u r s e  ( C h a f e
1 9 7 6 ,  P a y n e  1 9 8 4 ) .  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  e x a m p l e s ,  t a k e r i  f r o m  t h e
b e g i n n i n g  o f  t w o  s t o r i e s ,  i l J . u s t r a t e  n o n - i d e n t i f i a b l e  N P ' s .

( 7 ) dar va nEdar - i bud-and k e  d o x t a r - i  ( P 1  )
tha t  daugh te r - If a t h e r  a n d  n o t h e r - f  b e . P S T - 3 P L

dEI t -and
h a v e .  P S T - 3 P L

'There  was  a  fa the r  and  no the r  who  had  a

( 8 )  d a r  m a d r e s e  n o a l l e m - i  d a $ t - i n
i n  s c h o o l  t e a c h e r - f  h a v e . P S T - 1 P L
r l n  s c h o o l  w e  h a d  a  t e a c h e r . . . '

d a u g h t e r '

( A 1  )

I d e n t i f i a b l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  t h a t  f o r  w h i c h  t h e
speaker , /w r i t e r  assumes  the  heare r / reader  can  p i ck  ou t  and
e s t a b l i s h  r e f e r e n c e ,  p r o v i d e d  i n f o r r n a t i o n  a L r e a d y  a v a i l a b l e
w i t h i n  t h e  u n i v e r s e  o f  d i s c o u r s e  ( C h a f e  1 9 7 6 ,  P a y n e  1 9 8 4 ) .
I d e n t i f i a b l e  N P ' s  i n  t h e  n e x t  t w o  e x a m p l e s  a r e  u n d e r l i n e d .

( 9 )  a z  i n  S a h r  b e  S a h r - e  d i g a r - i  b e - r a v - i m
f r o m  t h i s  c i t y  t o  c i t y - L K  o t h e r - I  S J - g o - l P L
' L e t ' s  g o  f r o m  t h i s  c i t y  t o  a n o t h e r  c i t y t

( Q 1 o )
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(  10  )  ba 'd  az  g ib - i  t ond  xBne- rE  d id  ( l {?9  )
a f t e r  f r o m  s l o p e - I  s t e e p  h o u s e - R A  s e e . P S T . 3 S G
'A f te r  a  s teep  s lope  she  saw the  house '

R e f e r e n t i a l  N P t s  a r e  t h o s e  w h i c h  a r e  u s e d  t o  s p e a k
abou t  an  en t i t y  as  ex i s t i ng  and  bounded  w i th in  the  un ive rse
o f  d i s c o u r s e ,  w i t h  c o n t i n u o u s  i d e n t i t y  o v e r  t i n e  ( D u  B o i s
1 9 8 0 ,  P a y n e  1 9 8 4 ) .  I n  t h e  

' n e x t  
t w o  e x a m p l e s ,

n o n - r e f e r e n t i a l  N P ' s  a r e  s l i o w n .  I n  t h e  f i r s t  e x a n p l e ,
h o r s i  i s  n o n - r e f e r e n t i a l  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  u s e d  j u s t  a s  a n
ed jec t i ve ,  and  has  no  independen t  i den t i t y  i n  the
d iscourse .  In  the  nex t  examp le ,  z8n -e  gong  i s
non- re fe ren t ie l  because  i t  i s  i n  the  scope  o f  a  nega t i ve ,
a n d  d o e s  n o t  e x i s t  i n  t h e  u n i v e r s e  o f  d i s c o u r s e .

( 1 1 )  y e k  l a h E f - e  k o r s i  h a m  d o l E  r u y a i  ( M l 1 6 )
o n e  g u i l t - L K  g a s . h e a t e r  a l s o  d o u b l e d  o n . h e r

andBxt-e bud-and
th row-PTCP be .PST-3PL

'They  had  th rown  a  ko rs i  qu i l t  on  he r '

( I 2 l  m a n  z a n - e  g o n E  n e - n i - x E h - a m  ( P 2 0 6 )
I  w i fe -LK  nu te  NEG- IMP-wan t .PRES- lSG
' I  d o n ' t  w a n t  a  m u t e  w i f e t

Ind iv idua ted  NP 's  a re  those  wh ich  a re  d i s t i ngu ished
f rom the i r  own  re fe ren t  c lass  and  f rom the i r  own  background
(Hopper  and  Thompson  1980) .  I nd i v idua t ion  ie  a  re la t i ve
concep t ,  and  a  pa r t i cu la r  NP canno t  be  c lass i f i ed  as
abso lu te l y  i nd i v idua ted  o r  non- ind iv idua ted .  fn  the
fo l l ow ing  examp les  a  few re la t i ve l y  non- ind iv idua ted  NP 's
a r e  i l l u s t r a t e d .  I n d i v i d u a t i o n  w i I I  b e  d i s c u s s e d  f u r t h e r  i n
s e c t i o n  7 .
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( 1 3 )  p i r  z a n  c a n d  t e h e  l e b E s  v a  y e k  d i g  ( e 1 0 8 )
o ld  wonan  severa t  p iece  c fo t t r i ng  and  L r r *  po l

va  neqddr i  han  dd ru -ye  b ihuS i
and  some a rso  ned ic ine -LK-u iE i l sc iousness

bar dBIt
p i c k .  u p .  P S T . 3 S G

rThe  o l .d  woman p icked  up  some p ieces  o f  c ro th ing  and
a  po t  and  a l so  some knock_ou t  med , i c ine ,

( 1 4 )  v a  m o a l l e m a !  b e  u  b e s i E r  o n i d  d E d - e  ( M 4 6 )
and  teacher .he r  to  she  nuc t r  t op .  g i ve_pTCp

bud
b e .  P S T ,  3 S G

, A n d  h e r  t e a c h e r  h a d  g i v e n  h e r  a  l o t  o f  h o p e ,

D i f f e r i n g  f r o m  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  g r a n m a t i e a l  t e r m s
d e f i n i t g  a n d  i n d e f i n i t e ,  w h i c h  u s u a l l y  a " n o t e  t h eg r a n m a t i c a l  n a r k i n g  o f  a n  N p ,  i d e n t i f i . a b l e  a n d
$ o n : i d e r ! i f i a b r e  r e f e r  t o  t h e  p r a g n a t i c  s t a t u s  o f  a n  e n t i t yi n  t h e  d i s c o u r s e ,  w h i c h  i s  w h a t  r  w i s h  t o  r e f e r  t o  h e r e .

2 .3  Grauna t i ca l  Cons t ra in te  on  - i

- i  o c c u r r  1 l  t w o  p o s i t i o n s  i n  t h e  N p ,  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h ehead  noun  o r  su f f i xed  to  the  ras t  word  in  the  Np .  These  twop o s i t i o n s  a r e  i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  e x a m p l e s .

( 1 5 )  y e k  d a f ' e  n o t a v a j e  $ o d  k e
o n e  t i n e  n o t i c i n g  b e c o m e . p S T . 3 S G  t h a t

dox t ,a r - i  z ibE  az  En  b i run  Enad
g i r l - f  b e a u t i f u l  f r o m  t h a t  o u t  c o m e . p S T . 3 S G

'Sudden ly  he  no t i ced  tha t  a  beau t i f u l  g i r l  cane  ou to f  i t '

( P 8 6 )



(  16 )  dar Ef tEb-e gorub larze$-e z ibE- i  lVt27 |
i n  sun l i gh t -LK  even ing  t remb l ing -LK  p re t t y - I

dE$ t -and
h a v e .  P S T - 3 P L

'They  had  a  l ove ly  t renb l i ng  in  the  even ing
s u n l i g h t '

T h e  f o r n e r  p o s i t i o n ,  w h e r e  - i  i s  s u f f i x e d  t o  t h e  h e a d  D o u n l
i s  accep tab le  fo r  NPts  composed  o f  N  +  A ,  however  i t  i s
g e n e r a l l y  e x e l u d e d  f o r  g e n i t i v e  c o n s t r u c t i o n s ,  i . e .  N  +  N
N P ' s .  T h e  c o m p o u n d  v e r b  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i s  a n o t h e r  p l a e e  w h e r e
w e  s e e  t h e  i n t e r a c t i o n  o f  - i  w i t h  g r a m m a t i c a l  c o n s t r a i n t s .
T h i s  w i l l  b e  d i e c u s s e d  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s e e t i o n .

2 .4  Conpound  Verbs

A  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  P e r s i a n  w h i c h  i n t e r a c t s  r i t h  t h e
occur rence  o f  - i  on  an  NP i s  the  compound  ve rb  o r  noun
inco rpo ra t ion  cona t ruc t i on .  Conpound  ve rbs  a re  made  up  o f
t w o  c o n s t i t u e n t s :  t h e  f i r s t  c a n  b e  a n  a d j e c t i v e ,
p repos i t i on ,  pa r t i c le  (hav ing  no  independen t  syn tac t i c
s t a t u s ) ,  n o u n ,  v e r b a l  n o u n ,  o r  p r e p o s i t i o n a l  p h r a s e ,  a n d  t h e
s e c o n d  i s  a  v e r b .  I n  t h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  f  f o c u s  o n  t h o s e
compound  ve rbs  whose  f i r s t  e lenen t  i s  a  noun ,  s ince  they  a re
t h e  o n e s  t h a t  s t a n d  i n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  a n  N P  w i t h  - i .

Noun  inco rpo ra t ion  i s  a  p rocess  whereby  a  noun  s tem i s
comb ined  w i th  a  ve rb  to  fo rm a  new p red ica te  deno t inE  a
un i ta ry  concep t .  The  noun  loses  i t s  semant i c  and  syn tac t i c
sa l i ence ,  and  se rves  to  na r row the  scope  o f  the  ve rb  ra the r
t h a n  r e f e r  t . o  a  s p e c i f i c  e n t i t y .

The marker - i .  can appear on a noun in a compound verb
cons t ruc t i on ,  bu t  when  th i s  happens  the  ph rase  i s  genera l l y
no  longer  cons ide red  a  compound  ve rb .  A  compound  deno tes  a
u n i t a r y  c o n c e p t ;  a s  M i t h u n  ( 1 9 8 4 )  d i s c u s s e g  a t  l e n g t h '
s p e c i f i c ,  i n d i v i d u a t e d  e n t i t i e s  a r e  i n c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  n o u n
inco rpo re t ion .  When  an  - i  i s  added  to  an  ineorpora ted  noun t
the  noun  becomes  ind iv idua ted  in  a  way  tha t  a  ba re  noun  i s
not .  Adding an =!  to a compound verb can change the meaning
o f  t h e  p r e d i c a t e ,  c h a n g e  t h e  c a s e  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h i n  t h e
sen tence ,  o r  chanEe the  aspec t  o f  t he  ve rb .

E x a m p l e s  l L ? )  a n d  ( 1 8 )  i l l u s t r a t e  a  e h a n g e  i n  c a e e
r e l a t i o n s .  I n  ( 1 7 ) ,  v a s l e  r p a t c h '  i s  a n  i n c o r p o r a t e d  n o u n
and  hes  no  Erammat i ca l  case  ro le ,  and  lebEs  i s  the  d i rec t
o b j e c t .  I n  ( 1 8 ) ,  i n  c o n t r a s t '  v a s l e - i  i s  t h e  d i r e c t  o b j e c t .
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( 1 7 )  m E d a r - e  m a n  l e b i s - e  m a - r 6  v a s l e  z a d  ( e l i c i t e d )
n o t h e r - L K  I  d r e s s - L K  I - R A  p a t c h  h i t . P S T . 3 S G
'My  no the r  pa tched  ny  d ress '

(18 )  be  fo ruE-e  Enh6  vas le - i  be  Sekan-e  xEnevEde-a3
w i th  sa le -LK  they  pa tch - I  t o  s tomach-LK fami l y -h i s

n i - z a d  ( M 2 4 8  )
I } ' P - h i t . P S T . 3 S G

r W i t h  t h e i r  s a - L e  h e  w o u l d  p u t  a  p a t c h  o n  h i s  f a n i l y ' s
s t o m a c h '

In  the  nex t  exa rnp les  the re  i s  a  change  in  bo th  mean ing
a n d  c a s e  r e J a t i o n s .

( 1 9 )  s i b  z a n i n i  x e y l i  d u s t  d E r - a n  ( e l i c i t e d )
a p p l e  e a r t h  v e r y  f r i e n d  h a v e . P R E S - 1 S G
r I  r e a l l y  l i k e  p o t a t o e s '

( 2 0  )  d a r  i i l n 6 n  d u s t - i  d 6 5 t - a r n ,  ( e l i c i t e d )
i n  G e r m a n y  f r i e n d - f  h a v e . P S T - 1 S G

a m m d  u  d i g a r  d a r  E n j E  n i s t
b u t  s / h e  a n y . m o r e  i n  t h e r e  N E G . b e . P R E S . 3 S G

' I  h a d  a  f r i e n d  i n  G e r r n a n y ,  b u t  s h e  i s n ' t  t h e r e  a n y
m o r e '

F i n a l l y ,  e x a m p l e s  ( 2 1 ' )  a n d  l 2 2 l  i l l u s t r a t e  e  c h a n g e  i n
t h e  a s p e c t  o f  t h e  v e r b  ,  ( . 2 1 )  ,  w i t h o u t  - i ,  i s  a n  o n g o i n g
a c t i v i t y .  W h e n  t h e  - i  i s  a d d e d ,  t h e  n o u n  b e c o m e s  " s i n g u l a r "
and  ind ica tes  tha t  the  ac t ion  o f  the  ve rb  occurs  on ly  once ,
i . e .  t h e  p r e d i c a t e  t a k e s  o n  a  p u n c t u a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .

1 2 7 \  b a r E d a r - a 3  a t s e  z a d  (  e l i c i t e d )
b r o t h e r - h e r  s n e e z e  h i t . P S T . 3 S G
' H e r  b r o t h e r  s n e e z e d  ( = g n e e z e - h i t ) '

( 2 2 1  b a r E d a r - a !  a t s e - i  z a d  ( Q 4 0 )
b r o t h e r - h e r  s n e e z e - I  h i t . P S T . 3 S G
r H e r  b r o t h e r  g a v e  a  s n e e z e t

In  th i s  s tudy  I  have  coun ted  unmarked  NP 's  appear ing
inned ia te l y  ad jacen t  to  the  ve rb  as  inco rpo ra ted  nouns .  A
non ina l  cons t i t uen t  o f  a  compound  ve rb  marked  by  - i ,
however ,  I  have  coun ted  no t  as  an  inco rpo ra ted  noun ,  bu t
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accord ing  to  i t s  i ndependen t  g rammat i ca l  ro le ,  sub jec t ,
o b j e c t ,  o r  o b l i q u e .

3.  DTSCUSSTON

3 . 1  R e s u l t s

T h e  n u n b e r  o f  f u l l  N P t s  ( i . e .  o v e r t  l e x i c a l  n o u n s ,
exc lud ing  p ronouns)  was  coun ted  fo r  each  tex t ,  and  the
n u n b e r  o f  t h o s e  N P ' s  w i t h  - i .  T h e  t o t a l s  a r e  s h o w n  i n  T a b l e
1 .

# o f
C l a u s e s

# o f
f u l l  N P ' s

# o f
N P ' s  w l  - i

A . t32 1 ? 1 1 3  ( 8 % )

M . 4 2 7 7 3 0 6 4  (  e % )

P . 208 283 2 5  ( 9 r )

a . 284 302 4 t  (  1 4 r )

1 , 0 5 1 1 , 4 8 6 1 4 3  (  l o r )

Table 1.  Count of  Clauses and Ful l  NPte in 4 texts
(pe rcen tages  conpu ted  by  row)

A v e r a g i n g  o v e r  a l l  t h e  t e x t s ,  1 0 f  o f  t h e  f u l l  N P ' g  h a v e  - i .
T h e  e o n t e x t s  i n  w h i c h  t h e s e  N P ' s  w i t h  - i  o c c u r  w i l l  b e
d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s e c t i o n g .

3 . 2  D i e t r i b u t i o n  o f  N P ' s  w i t h  - i

A f te r  exan in ing  the  143  occur rences  o f  - i  i n  the  tex t ,
i t  becane  c lea r  tha t  the re  a re  th ree  d i f f e ren t  env i ronments ,
de f ined  accord inE  to  bo th  g ramnat i ca l  and  p ragmat i c  fac to rs ,
w h e r e  - i  c o n s i s t e n t l y  a p p e a r s .  T h e s e  e n v i r o n m e n t s  a r e  ( i )  a
n o n - i d e n t i f i a b l e  f i r s t  n e n t i o n ;  ( i i )  a n  N P  i n  t h e  s c o p e  o f  a
n e g a t i v e  q u a n t i f i e r  o r  v e r b ;  a n d  ( i i i )  a  p r e d i c a t e  n o n i n a l .
Tab le  2  shows  the  nunber  o f  - i ' g  i n  each  o f  these
env i ronnen ts .



l l l r l
r t t t l

i  i  N o n  i S c o p e  i  P r e d i O t h e r
I  I  ident  !  of  neg i  Norn i  non-
i  i  F M  i  i  i r e f
t t t t l

i A  i  7  i  2  i  3  !  - - -  I
i  i  5 4 %  !  1 5 % i  2 3 %  i  I
: - - - -  i  - - - - - - - i  - - - - - - - -  i  - - - - - - -  i  - - - - - - -  i
i  M  i  4 2  i  1 4  i  4  I  3  !
i  i  6 6 % i  2 2 x  i  6 % i  s r i
I t t t t l

l P  i 1 e  i  6  I  - - -  i  - - -  i
!  i  7 6 r ( i  2 4 x  i  i  I
t t t t l l -  

I  
- - - - - -

l Q  i 3 2  !  5  I  - - -  i  1  i  3
i  i  ' t g a i  t z x  i  i  2 % i  7 %
l  - - - -  |  - - - - - - -  t  - - - - - - - -  |  |  - - - - - - -  t  - - - - _ _ _

i T o t  i 1 0 0  i  2 7  i  7  i  4  i  5
i  i  7 0 %  !  1 8 x i  5 %  i  3 x i  4 1
r t t t t l
l - l - l - l - - - t - t -

Other

1

T o t a l

1 3
1  00 t8 %

I
1 %

6 4
1  00%

2 5
1 0 0 %

4 1
1  0 0 %

1 4 3
1 0  0 %

Tab le  2 .  Coun t  o f  f unc t ions  o f  NP 's  w i th  - i  (pe rcen tages
computed  by  row)

T w o  a d d i t i o n a l  c a t e g o r i e s ,  o t h e r  t h a n  t h o s e  j u s t  m e n t i o n e d ,
w e r e  u s e d  i n  t h e  c o u n t .  " O t h e r  n o n - r e f e r e n t i a l g "  a r e  t h o s e
wh ich  appear  i n  ne taphors  and  s in i l es  o r  as  a  f i xed
e x p r e s s i o n  i n  a  c o m p o u n d  v e r b  ( e x a n p l e  2 4 l ' .  A  f e w  e x a n p l e s
a r e  g i v e n  b e l o w .

l23 l  u  ne -m i -d -anes t  ke  havEdes  hamcon  l t t 77  |
s h e  N E G - I M P - k n o w . P S T . 3 S G  t h a t  e v e n t s  l i k e

z a n . j i r - i  u - r d  a z  k u d a k i  t E  p i r i
c h a i n s - I  s h e - R A  f r o m  c h i l d h o o d  t o  o l d . a g e

n i -ke56n-ad
IMP-d raw.  PRES-  3S

rShe  d idn ' t  know tha t  even ts  l i ke  cha ins  wou ld  d raw
her  f rom ch i l dhood  to  o ld  age '
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(24 ' ,  pan j t6  dox ta r  amu- i '  das t  be  yek - i  ka rd -and(Q199)
f i ve  daugh te r  unc le - I  hand  to  one- f  do .PST-3PL

rAs  f i ve  cous ins , / the  f i ve  cous ins  toge the r  co l l uded
(  :hand- to -one-do  )  '

T h e  l a s t  c a t e g o r y  i n  T a b l e  2 ,  " o t h e r " ,  i n c l u d e s  a l l  t h e
occur rences  o f  - i  no t  covered  by  ano the r  ca tegory .

Look ing  a t  the  bo t ton  row in  Tab le  2 ,  where  the  to ta l s
a r e  t a b u l a t e d ,  w e  s e e  t h a t  7 0 % ,  o r  o v e r  t w o - t h i r d s  o f  a l l
N P ' s  w i t h  - i r  h a v e  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  n o n - i d e n t i f i a b l e  f i r s t
m e n t i o n .  T h i s  n i g h t  s u g g e s t  t h a t  - i  h a s  s o m e t h i n g  t o  d o
w i t h  i n f o r m a t i o n  f l o w ,  r o u g h l y  t h e  w a y  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s
packaged  in  a  d i scourse  in  o rde r  to  convey  i t s  e ta tus  to
the  reader , /heare r .  Th is  w i l l  be  d i scussed  fu r the r  i n
S e c t i o n  7 .  A t  t h i s  p o i n t  I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  p r e s e n t  a  m o r e
d e t a i l e d  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  - i  i n  e a c h  o f  t h e  e n v i r o n n e n t s  l i s t e d
a b o v e .

4 .  Non- iden t i f i ab le  f i r s t  nen t ions

T h i s  c a t e g o r y  e o v e r s  a l l  i n s t a n c e s  o f  - i  o n  e n  N P  t h a t
i s  i n t r o d u c i n g  a  r e f e r e n t  i n t o  t h e  d i s c o u r s e  f o r  t h e  f i r s t
t i m e .  I n  t h i s  u s e ,  - i  a p p e a r s  o n l y  o n  t h e  v e r y  f i r s t
men t ion  o f  a  re fe ren t ,  and  i s  no t  used  to  re in t roduce  the
s a m e  r e f e r e n t  l a t e r  i n  t h e  s a m e  t e x t .  A t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e r  - i
d r :es  no t  se rve  to  i n t roduce  a  who le  re fe ren t  c lass ,  bu t  on ly
a n  i n d i v i d u a l .  T h a t  i s ,  i f  a  w e l l  i s  i n t r o d u c e d  a t  s o n e
po in t  i n  the  d i scourse ,  and  a t  sone  la te r  po in t  a  d i f f e ren t
we l l -  i s  nen t ioned ,  bo th  nen t ions  eou ld  be  marked  w i th  - i .
I n  (  2S  I  t he  two  nen t ions  o f  d i f f e ren t  re fe ren ts  i n  the  same
re fe ren t  c lass  appear  i n  the  same sen tence ,  and  bo th  a re
m a r k e d  h y  - i .

( 2 S 1  v a  o t o b u s  d o b E r e  p i !  n i - r a f t  a z  ( M 3 5 )
and  bus  aga in  fo rward  fMP-go .PST.3SG f ron

r u s t B - i r  b e  r u s t 6 - i z
v i l } a g e - I  t o  v i l l a g e - I

'And  the  bus  p roceeded  f rom (one)
( a n o t h e r )  v i l l a g e '

A l though  rus tE r  ' v i l l age '  has  a l ready  been
c lause ,  the  i rnned ia te l y  fo l l ow ing  ins tance

v i l l a g e  t o

in t roduced  in  the
o f  rus tEz  i s
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Barked  w i th  - i  because  i t  i s  no t  the  same v i l l age  bu t
ano the r  v i l l age  wh ich  i s  be ing  men t ioned  - -  t he  re fe ren t  i s
d i  f f e ren t  .

Ano the r  po in t  t ha t  deserves  conment  i s  tha t  some new
n e n t i o n s  a r e  n o t  m a r k e d  b y  - i :  i d e n t i f i a b l e  N P ' s  a n d
i n c o r p o r a t e d  n o u n s .  I d e n t i f i a b l e  f i r s t  m e n t i o n s ,  s u e h  a s
p r o p e r  n a m e s ,  u n i v e r s a l l y  k n o w n  e n t i t i e s  ( e . g .  r s u n t ) ,  a n d
c u l t u r a l l y  a s s u m e d  e n t i t i e s  ( e . g .  r p r i n c e t ) ,  c a n n o t  t a k e
- i .  A l s o  i n c o r p o r a t e d  n o u n s  d o  n o t  t a k e  - i  b e c a u s e  - i  g i v e e
the  noun  an  independen t  s ta tus  apar t  f rom the  ve rb .  Even
w h e n  a n  i n c o r p o r a t e d  n o u n  i s  n e n t i o n e d  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e ,
i t  d o e s  n o t  n e e d  t o  b e  i n t r o d u c e d  a s  a  n e w  p a r t i c i p a n t ,
b e c a u s e  i t  s e r v e s  m e r e l y  t o  n a r r o w  t h e  s e o p e  o f  t h e  v e r b .

5.  Negat ive Sentenceg

A g a i n  r e f e r r i n g  b a c k  t o  T a b l e  2 ,  w e  s e e  t h a t  1 8 %  o f  t h e
N P ' s  w i t h  - i  i n  t h i s  c o r p u s  a p p e a r  w i t h i n  t h e  s c o p e  o f  a
n e g a t i v e .  I t  i s  b y  n o  m e a n s  n e c e s s a r y  t h a t  t h e  N P ' s  i n  a
n e g a t i v e  s e n t e n c e  a p p e a r  w i t h  - i .  T a b l e  3  b e l o w  s h o w e  t h e
to ta l  number  o f  nega t i ve  sen tences  in  the  da ta  and  the
p e r c e n t a g e  t h a t  c o n t a i n  a t  l e a s t  o n e  N P  w i t h  - i . 5

#  o f  n e g  S t s
#  o f  n e g  S ' s

c o n t a i n i n g  - i

2 8  ( 2 9 % l

Tab le  3 .  NeSat i ve  gen tences

G i v o n  ( 1 9 7 9 )  d i s c u s s e s  r e f e r e n t i a l i t y  i n  n e g a t i o n  a t
l eng th .  He  po in ts  ou t  tha t ,  a l though  languages  genera l l y
a l l o w  r e f e r e n t i a l - i n d e f i n i t e  o b j e c t s  i n  a f f i r n a t i v e
sen tences ,  i n  nega t i ve  sen tences  moe t  l anguages  e i the r  a l l ow
then  on ly  i n f requen t l y  o r  exc lude  then  a l toge the r .  The  sane
i s  t r u e  o f  s u b j e c t s :  r e f e r e n t i a l - i n d e f i n i t e  s u b j e c t s  i n
n e g a t i v e  c l a u s e s  a r e  d i s f a v o r e d  c r o s s - I i n g u i s t i c a l l y .

I

I

I

I

I

A I
5 l

I

I

M i
t
I

P i
I

I

a i
I

- l

Tota l  i

2 1

4 5

1 4

1 6

1 4

9 6
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The  same res t r i c t i ons  app ly  i n  Pers ian :  the  sub jec ts
and  ob jec ts  o f  nega t i ve  c lauses  a re  e i the r
r e f e r e n t i a l - d e f i n i t e  o r  n o n - r e f e r e n t i a l .  I n  t h e  d a t a  f o r
t h i s  s t u d y ,  n o  c a s e s  o f  r e f e r e n t i a l - i n d e f i n i t e s  i n  n e g a t i v e
c lauses  were  found .

In  the  fo l l ow ing  examp les  I  show nega t i ve  sen tences
w i t h  i d e n t i f i a b l e  N P ' s  ( 2 0 ; ,  n e g a t i v e  s e n t e n c e s  w i t h
n o n - r e f e r e n t i a l  N P ' s  w i t h o u t  - i  ( 2 7 ' ) ,  a n d  s o m e  w i t h
n o n - r e f e r e n t i a l  N P ' s  w i t h  - i  ( 2 8 ) .

( 2 6 )  a .  a m m 6  b e  v E q e '  f 6 r s i  n e - n i - d E n - i n  ( A 9 )
bu t  to  rea l i t y  Pers ian  NEG- IMP-know.PRES-1PL
r B u t  w e  r e a l l y  d o n ' t  k n o w  P e r s i a n '

b .  va  nowz6dhE- r6  na -d id  (M287)
and  newborns -RA NEG-see .PST.3SG
'And  he  d idn t t  see  the  newborns '

1 2 7 )  a .  m a n  z a n - e  ! ! o n g  n e - n i - x 6 h - a n  ( P 2 0 6 )
I  w i fe -LK  nu te  NEG- IMP-wan t .PRES-1SG
r I  d o n t t  w a n t  a  n u t e  w i f e '

b.  xEhar o bar6dar- i  bud-and ke pedar o
s i s te r  and  b ro the r - f  be .PST-3PL  tha t  fa the r  and

nEdar na-d-a5t-and ( eS )
mother  NEG-hsve .  PST-3PL

rThere  was  a  s i s te r  snd  b ro the r  who  d idn ' t  have
fa the r  and  mother t

l 2 8 l  a .  v a l i  a z  d o x t a r u  a s a r - i  n a - d i d  ( P f 3 9 )
b u t  f r o m  S i r l  t r a c e - I  N E G - s e e . P S T . 3 S G
t B u t  h e  d i d n ' t  s e e  a  t r a c e  o f  t h e  g i r l '

b .  d i g a r  c i z - i  d a r  x 6 n e  n a - b u d  ( P 6 5 )
a n y . m o r e  t h i n g - I  i n  h o u s e  N E G - b e . P S T . 3 S G
r T h e r e  w a s n ' t  a  s i n g l e  t h i n 8  l e f t  i n  t h e  h o u s e '

These examples i l lugtrate the fact  that  - i  cannot appear on
an  iden t i f i ab le  NP in  the  scope  o f  a  nega t i ve ,  and
non- re fe ren t ia l  NP 's  i n  a  nega t i ve  sen tence  somet imes  take
- i  and  somet imes  do  no t .  The  f i r s t  f i nd ing  i s  expec ted :  - i

seems no t  to  be  assoc ia ted  w i th  i den t i f i ab le  NP 's  i n  any
con tex t .  Bu t  how can  we  exp la in  the  d i f f e rence  be tween  the
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con tex ts  where  - i  does  and  does  no t  occu r  i n  the  seope  o f  a
ne l i a t i ve?

There  a re  two  comp lementa ry  exp lana t ions  fo r  th i s  use
o f  - i .  O n e  i s  t h a t  - i  e a r r i e s  t h e  s e n s e  o f  t o n e t  h e r e .  T h e
c o n b i n a t i o n  o f  ' n o t t  +  r o n e '  i s  w i d e l y  a t t e s t e d  i n  d i f f e r e n t
languages  as  an  independen t  nega t i ve  marke r .  Examp les  f rom
t w o  I n d o - E u r o p e a n  l a n g u a g e s  a r e  F r e n c h  a u c u n ( e )  ' ( n o t )  a n y ,
( n o t )  o n e t  f r o m  u n ( e )  ' o n e t  a n d  I c e l a n d i c  e i n g i n n  ' n o n e '

f r o n  e i n  ' o n e '  a n d  g i  ' n o t ' .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  e o n s t r u e t i o n  i n
P e r s i a n  h a s  n o t  c o a l e s c e d  t o  f o r m  a  s i n g l e  w o r d  o r  m o r p h e r n e ,
i t s  f o r c e  i s  t h e  s a m e  a s  i n  F r e n c h  o r  f c e l a n d i c :  i t  s h i f t s
the  focus  o f  nega t ion  f rom the  ve rb  to  the  noun .  The
d i f fe rence  be tween  nega t ing  the  ve rb  and  nega t ing  the  noun
i s  s h o w n  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  E n g l i s h  e x a m p l e s .

( 2 S 1  I  d i d n ' t  s e e  a  b o o k / a n y  b o o k s .

( 3 0 )  f  s a w  n o  b o o k s .

I  a n  n o t  c l a i n i n g  t h a t  t h e  P e r s i a n  c a s e s  w i t h  - i .  a r e  t h e
exac t  coun te rpa r t s  o f  t he  Eng l i sh  examp les ,  bu t  on ly  tha t  i n
n e g a t i v e  s e n t e n c e s  w i t h  - i  t h e  n e g a t i o n  i s  c e n t e r e d  o n  t h e
n o u n ,  w h e r e a s  t h o s e  w i t h o u t  - i  h a v e  v e r b - c e n t e r e d  n e g a t i o n .

O n e  f u r t h e r  c o n s t r a i n t  l f o v e r n s  t h e  u s e  o f  - i  w i t h
n e g a t i v e s ,  a n d  t h a t  w a s  d i s c u s s e d  e a r l i e r ,  i n  t h e  s e c t i o n  o n
- i  a n d  y e k  ( s e c t i o n  1 . 4 ) .  B a r e  n o u n s  i n  o b j e c t  p o s i t i o n
tend  no t  to  occu r  i n  nega t i ve  sen tences  fo r  the  same reason
t h e y  d o  n o t  o c c u r  i n  a f f i r m a t i v e  s e n t e n c e s l  a  b e r e  N  +  v e r b
i s  cons t rued  as  a  compound  ve rb .  I f  t he  ob jee t  noun  in  a
nega t i ve  sen tence  does  no t  fo rm a  un i ta ry  concep t  w i th
t h e  v e r b  ( c f .  H i t h u n  1 9 8 4 ) ,  l a c k  o f  m a r k i n g  i s  d i s p r e f e r r e d ,
a n d  t h e  n o u n  w i l l  g e n e r a l l y  t a k e  - i .  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  t a b l e
shows  the  nunber  o f  non- iden t i f i ab le  NP 's  i n  nega t i ve
sen tences  appear ing  in  va r ious  lg rammat i ca l  ro les ,  and
whe the r  they  have  - i  o r  no t .

obl PNI N

N P ' s  w i t h  - i

N P ' s  w i t h o u t  - i

1 4

T a b l e  4 .  N o n - i d e n t i f i a b l e  N P t s  i n  n e g a t i v e  s e n t e n c e s
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The  tab le  shows  tha t  mos t  non- iden t i f i ab le  NP 's  i n  ob iec t
pos i t i on  appear  w i th  - i .  And  in  fac t  those  wh ieh  occur
w i thou t  - i  a re  unders tood  as  inco rpo ra ted  p red ica tes '  even
though  they  a re  no t  Iex i ca l i zed  conpound  ve rbg .

The  second  exp lana t ion  fo r  the  appearance  o f  - i  i n
nega t i ve  sen tences  i s  app l i cab le  espec ia l l y  to  mass  Dour l s .
H o r n  ( 1 9 7 8 )  d i s c u s s e s  " n e g a t i v e  s t r e n g t h e n e r g " :  m o r p h e n e s
or  pa r t i c les  wh ich  a re  added  to  ex i s t i ng l  nega t i ve  adverbs
f o r  a  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  e f f e c t  ( 1 4 8 ) .  A f t e r  d i s c u s s i n g  e x a n p l e s
f ron  F rench ,  Gernan ic  l anguages ,  and  Span ish r  he  goes  on :
"Bu t  the  nos t  un ive rsa l l y  cons is ten t  c lass  o f  such
s t reng theners  i s  a  se t  o f  words  re fe r r i nE  to  sna l l  po r t i one ,
the  pe rcep tua l ] - y  o r  psycho log ica l l y  i nd i v i s lb le  a tons  o f  any
ca tegory .  Th is  se t  i nc ludes  such  i t ens  as  ENGLISH (no t  a
b i t / s c r a p /  i o t l i o L a l s h r e d , / s o u l )  .  .  .  . T h e s e  c l a s e e s  o f
expressions are product ive in ENGLISII  and other lsnguages"
(  1 9 7 8 :  1 4 9  )  .  A l t h o u g h  w e  a r e  n o t  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  a  c l a s s  o f
e x p r e s s i o n s  i n  P e r s i a n  b u t  a  s i n g l e  e x p r e s s i o n ,  t h e  - i  h a s
t h e  s a m e  e f f e c t  o f  r e f e r r i n g  t o  s m a l l  p o r t i o n s .  T h i s  i s
c lea r  w i th  mass  nouns  wh ich ,  w i th  - i  a t tached '  a re
u n d e r s t o o d  a s  r n o t  a  b i t / n o t  a  d r o p t ,  e t c .  T h e .  f o l l o w i n E
examp les  show the  con t ras t  be tween  mass  nouns  w i th  and
w i t h o u t  - i .

( 3 1 )  m d  h a n  E b  n a - d E r - i n  ( Q 2 4 )
we  a l so  wa te r  NEG-have .PRES- IPL
r W e  d o n ' t  h a v e  w a t e r  e i t h e r t

( 3 2 )  n B  h a m  e b - i  n a - d E r - l n  ( e l i c i t e d )
we  a l so  wa te r - I  NEG-have .PRBS- IPL
'We don ' t  have  e  d rop /a  b i t  o f  wa te r  e i the r '

( 3 3 )  v a  p u l - i  h a m  b a r E y e  x a r i d a n  n a - d E r - i n  ( M 3 5 4 )
and  money- I  a l so  fo r  buy ing  NEG-have .PRES- lPL
rAnd  we  a l so  don ' t  have  a  cen t  to  buy  any th inS '

For  mags  nouns  - i  p i cks  ou t  the  "paycho loS ica l l y
ind iv i s ib le  a ton"  o f  t he  ca tegory ,  and  l i kew ise  fo r  coun t
nouns . :  one  ind iv idua l  i s  the  sna l l es t  un i t  o f  t he  ca tegory .
H incha  makes  th i s  a rgument  i n  h i s  1961  paper :  "Wi th  s tems
tha t  des igna te  Bassea ,  the  s tem fo rm w i th  / ' i /  d 'es igna tes  a
p a r t  o f  t h e  c o n t i n u u n . . . .  f f  t h e  d e s i g n a t e d '  o n  t h e  o t h e r
hand ,  i s  composed  o f  i nd i v idua l  ob iec ts ,  t hen  the  fo rn  w i th

/ - i /  re fe rs  to  the  sma l les t  pa r t  t ha t  the  t ype  cen
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r e p r e s e n t ,  d o w n  t o  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  o b j e c t "  ( 1 6 8 ) ,  S o  t h e  u e e
o f  - i  i n  nega t i ve  gen tences  can  be  seen  as  an  ins tance  o f
rone '  +  NEGATfVE,  o r  as  an  examp le  o f  wha t  Horn  ca l l s
nega t i ve  s t reng theners .

6.  Predicate Noninals

I n  T a b l e  2  w e  s a w  t h a t  o n l y  5 %  o f  t h e  N P ' s  w i t h  - i  a r e
p r e d i c a t e  n o n i n a l s .  H o w e v e r ,  1 9 %  l 7 / 3 7  )  o f  a l l  p r e d i c a t e
n o n i n a l s  a r e  n a r k e d  w i t h  - i ,  s o  i t  s e e m s  t h a t  - i  n a r k i n g  n a y
h a v e  s o n e  s i g n i f i c & n c e  f o r  t h e  c l a s s  o f  p r e d i c a t e  n o n i n a l s .

Tab le  5  shows  a l l  t he  p red ica te  nomina ls  wh ich  occur red
in  the  da ta  tabu la ted  accord ing  to  whe the r  they  a re  a  ba re  N
( w i t h  n o  n o d i f i e r s ) ,  a n  N  w i t h  n o n i n a l  n o d i f i e r s  ( N  +  N ) ,  o r
a  n o u n  n o d i f i e d  b y  a n  a d j e c t i v e  ( N  +  A ) .  E a c h  c a t e g o r y  i s
subd iv ided  in to  those  tha t  appear  w i th  - i  and  those  tha t  do
n o t .

i  T o t a l

T o t a l  P N ' s  I  1 4 i  t 6 i T i s ?

Table 5.  Conposi t ion of  Predlcete Nominels in corpus

There  seems to  be  a  sp l i t  among  p red ica te  non ina ls  as
t o  w h e r e  - i  i s  l i k e l y  t o  o c e u r .  - i  i s  m o r e  l i k e l y  t o  o c c u r
o n  a n  N  +  A  p r e d i c a t e  n o m i n a l ,  l e s s  l i k e l y  t o  o c c u r  o n  a
bare  N  p red ica te  non ina l ,  and  un l i ke l y  to  occu r  on  an  N  +  N
p r e d i c a t e  n o m i n a l .

The  lack  o f  - i  mark ing  on  N  +  N  p red ica te  non i .na ls  can
be  eas i l y  exp la ined .  - i  canno t  b reak  up  a  gen i t i ve ,  and
Senera l l y  - i  canno t  appear  on  the  second  N  o f  an  N  +  N
cons t ruc t i on  because  i t  wou ld  have  a  semant ie  e f fec t  on  the
w r o n g  N .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h e  p h r a s e  m o a l l e n - e  q o r t E n - i
( teacher -LK  Qor 'an - f )  i s  unaccep tab le  because  i t  conveys  the
u n f e l i t i c o u s  n e a n i n g  r t e a c h e r  o f  a  Q o r t a n t  r a t h e r  t h a n  ' a

Q o r ' a n  t e a c h e r ' .  S i n i l a r l y  t h e  p h r a s e  n o b s e r - e  k e l E s - i
(non i to r -LK  c lass - I  )  sounds  wrong  to  a  na t i ve  speaker
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because  i t  wou ld  meSn rmon i to r  o f  a  c lass t  ra the r  than  ' a

c l a s s  m o n i t o r ' .  I t  i s  n o t  i n p o s s i b l e ,  h o w e v e r ,  t o  f i n d  a n
- i  w i t h  a n  N  +  N  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  I n  t h e  c o r p u s  s e v e n
ins tances  o f  - i  i n  an  N  +  N  cons t ruc t i on  appear r  go l t€  cases
w i th  - i  occu r r i ng  on  the  f i r s t  noun  and  some w i th  - i  on  the
second  noun .  The  cases  where  - i  appears  on  the  f i r s t  noun
are  ad jec t i va l  and  appos i t i ona l  cons t ruc t i ons r  and  those
where  - i  appears  on  the  second  noun  a re  pa r t i t i ve  o r  - -  i n
one  exanp le  - -  t he  - i  i s  i n tended  to  qua l i f y  the  second  noun
ra the r  than  the  f i rg t .  Tha t  exanp le  i s  shown be low.

( 3 4 )  v a  m o a l l e n a E  b e  u  b e s i d r  o n i d  d E d - e  ( M 4 6 )
and  teacher .he r  to  she  nuch  hope  g i ve -PTCP

bud on id -e  Eyande- i  ro lan
b e . P S T . 3 S G  h o p e - L K  f u t u r e - I  b r i g h t

'And  he r  teacher  had  g i ven  he r  a  l o t  o f  hope ,  hope
o f  a  b r i e h t  f u t u r e t

Ano the r  fac to r  wh ich  uakes  i t  un l i ke l y  fo r  - i  t o  occu r
on  N  +  N  cons t ruc t i ons  i s  tha t  many  o f  them a re
i d e n t i f i a b l e .  G i v e n  t h e  o t h e r  u s e s  o f  - i ,  i t  i e  n o t
su rp r i s ing  tha t  i t  a l so  does  no t  appear  on  iden t i f i ab le
p r e d i c a t e  n o m i n a l s .  E x a m p l e  ( 3 5 1  s h o w E  a n  i d e n t i f i a b l e  N
+  N  p red ica te  non ina l .

(35 )  i n  da rg  xEndan-e  ma 'gune  ham
th ig  s tudy ing -LK  ma 'suDe a lso

bef E-ye--ien-e ne
pa in -LK  l i f e -LK  we

' T h i s  s t u d y i n g  o f  M a s u m e ' s  h a s
p a i n .  t

l lod-e 1t427 5't
becone-PTCP

b e c o m e  o u r  l i f e t s

Turn ing  to  the  o the r  two  ca tegor ies ,  ba re  N  end  N  +  A
pred ica te  nomina ls ,  e  d i f f e ren t  so r t  o f  exp lana t ion  i s  i n
o rde r .  f  wou ld  l i ke  to  sugges t  tha t  ba re  N  p red ica te
non ina ls  genera l l y  do  no t  ge t  na rked  by  - i  because  o f  the i r
p ropens i t y  fo r  becoming  inco rpo ra ted  nouns .  As  d i scussed  in
S e c t i o n  t . 7  ,  n o u n  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  i s  a  p r o d u c t i v e  p r o c e s s  i n
Pers ian .  Many  N  +  V  conb ina t ions ,  a l though  they  e re  no t
Iex i ca l  en t r i es r  mEI  be  eons ide red  conpound  ve rbs  when  they
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a r e  u s e d  t o  d e n o t e  a  u n i t a r y  a c t i v i t y  o r  s t a t e ,  w i t h  t h e
n o u n  o u t  o f  f o c u s  a s  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  e n t i t y .  I n  t h e  c a s e  o f
p r e d i c a t e  n o m i n a l s ,  a  b a r e  N  +  b u d a n  t t o  b e '  i s  r e a d i l y  s e e n
as  a  compound  ve rb  becauge  the  ve rb  adds  so  l i t t l e  semant i c
c o n t e n t .  T h u s ,  w h i l e  a  c o n c a t e n a t i o n  l i k e  z a n  S o s t a n
( w o n a n  t o . w a s h )  ' t o  w o m a n - w a s h '  n i g h t  n o t  b e  e a s i l y  a c c e p t e d
a s  a n  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  a c t i v i t y  o r  g e n e r a l i z e d  p r e d i c a t e ,
z a n  b u d a n  r t o  w o m a n - b e '  c a n  b e  s e e n  a s  a  u n i t a r y  c o n c e p t :  i t
does  no th ing  more  to  the  concep t  woman than  p red ica te  i t  o f
the  sub jec t .  So  a lmos t  any  ba re  N  in  the  company  o f  budan
e a n  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  a n  i n e o r p o r a t e d  n o u n .

M i t h u n  ( 1 9 8 4 : 8 6 3 )  m a k e s  a n  o b s e r v a t i o n  r e l a t e d  t o  t h i s
p o i n t :  " C e r t a i n  t y p e s  o f  V ' s  a r e  m o r e  I i k e l . y  t o  i n c o r p o r a t e
t h a n  o t h e r s .  S e v e r a l  s i g n i f i c a n t  f a c t o r s  e n t e r  i n t , o  t h i s
I i k e l i h o o d .  [ O n e ]  s i g n i f i e a n t  f a c t o r  i s  t h e  s c o p e  o f  t h e
V .  G e n e r a l  V ' s ,  r . r h i c h  t a k e  m u c h  o f  t h e i r  m e a n i n g  f r o m  t h e i r
a r g u n e n t s ,  a r e  m o r e  I i k e l y  t o  i n c o r p o r a t e  t h a n  t h o s e  w i t h
n a r r o w  s c o p e ;  t h u s  r t o  b e  g o o d t  o r  ' t o  h a v e '  i n c o r p o i a t e
e s p e c i a l l y  o f t e n . "  T h i s  h o l d s  t r u e  f o r  P e r s i a n .  T h e  m o s t
comrnon  ve rb  appear ing  in  compounds  i s  ka rdan  ' t o  dc ' ,  wh ich
i s  w i d e  i n  s c o p e .  I  a m  m a k i n g  a  s i n i l a r  p o i n t  f o r  b u d a n :
i t  h a s  a l m o s t  n o  m e a n i n g  a p a r t  f r o m  i t s  a r g l u m e n t ,  a n d  t h u s
is  a  good  cand ida te  fo r  compound ing .

N  +  A  c o m b i n a t i o n s ,  o n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  c a n n o t  b e c o m e
i n c o r p o r a t e d  n o u n s .  T h e  - i  o n  N  +  A  p r e d i c a t e  n o m i n a l s
s i g n a l s  t h e i r  i n d e p e n d e n t  s t a t u s :  t h e y  a r e  e n t i t i . e s  w h i c h
a r e  n o t  j o i n e d  w i t h  t h e  v e r b .  T h e y  s t i l l  h a v e  a n  i n d i v i d u a l
s e n a n t i c  r o l e .  A n  N  +  A  p r e d i c a t e  n o m i n a l  i s  m o r e  s p e c i f i e d
t h a n  a  b a r e  N  p r e d i c a t e  n o m i n a l ,  a n d  t h e  - i  s e r v e s  t o
k e e p  i t  d i s t i n c t  f r o m  t h e  v e r b .

T h i s  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e t w e e n  N  +  A  a n d  b a r e  N  p r e d i c a t e
n o n i n a l s  h a s  b e c o m e  g r a m m a t i c i z e d  t o  a  c e r t a i n  e x t e n t .  I t
i s  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  t r u e  t h a t  N  +  A  c o m b i n a t i o n s  a l w a y s  h a v e
n o r e  s e n a n t i c  c o n t e n t  a n d  a r e  l e s s  a b l e  c r o s s - l i n g u i s t i c a l l y
t o  b e c o m e  i n c o r p o r a t e d  n o u n s  t h a n  b a r e  N ' s .  A  p r e d i c a t e
I i k e ' t o  b e  a  g o o d  p e r s o n ' ,  a s  M i t h u n  p o i n t s  o u t  ( 1 9 8 4 : 8 6 3 ) ,
i s  a  c o n n o n  t y p e  o f  c o m p o u n d  c r o s s - l i n g u i s t i c a l l y  b e c a u s e
i t  i s  h i g h l y  g e n e r i c .  B u t  i n  P e r s i a n  s u c h  a  p h r a s e  w o u l d  b e
r e n d e r e d  w i t h  - i ,  i . e .  E d a n - e  x u b - i  b u d a n  ( p e r s o n - L K  g o o d - I
t o . b e ) .  N  +  A  c o m b i n a t i o n s  c a n n o t  b e c o m e  i n c o r p o r a t e d  n o u n s
i n  P e r s i a n ,  s o  t h e y  a l n o s t  a l w a y s  g e t  m a r k e d  w i t h  - i  w h e n
they  appear  i n  a  c lause  w i th  budan .  And  s ince  an  unmod i f i ed
N  +  v e r b  c o n b i n a t i o n  i s  t h e  t y p i c a l  c o m p o s i t i o n  o f  a
compound  ve rb ,  when  the  ve rb  i s  budan ,  wh ich  i s  ve ry  genera l
i n  nean ing ,  the  N  usua l l y  appears  as  an  inco rpo ra ted
noun .
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7 .  A n a l y s i s

T a b l e  6  b e l o w  s h o w s  a I I  t h e  f u l l  N P ' s  i n  t h e  d a t a
tabu la ted  accord ing  to  S ranmat i ca l  ro le ,  and  Tab le  7  shows
t h e  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  c o u n t s  f o r  N P ' s  w i t h  - i .  I n  t h i s  g e c t i o n
I  use  A  fo r  the  sub jec t  o f  a  t rans i t i ve  c lause ,  S  fo r  the
sub jee t  o f  an  in t rans i t i ve  c lause ,  and  Q fo r  the  ob jec t  o f  a
t r a n s i t i v e  c l a u s e .
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L o o k i n g  a t  T a b l e  7 ,  w e  s e e  t h a t  a n  N P  w i t h  - i  i s  m o s t  l i k e l y
t o  s h o w  u p  i n  t h e  O  o r  O b l i q u e  r o l e ,  n e x t  m o s t  l i k e l y  t o
s h o w  u p  a s  a n  S ,  a n d  n o t  v e r y  l i k e l y  t o  s h o w  u p  i n  t h e  r o l e s
o f  A ,  I n c o r p o r a t e d  N o u n ,  o r  P r e d i c a t e  N o n i n a l .  T h e s e
resu l t s  ag ree  in  a  genera l  way  w i th  those  ob ta ined  by  Du
B o i s  ( 1 9 8 4 )  f o r  n e w  m e n t i o n s  i n  S a c a p u l t e c .  I n  t h i s  p a p e r
he  suppor ted  the  c la in  tha t  new men t ions  show a  p re fe rence
f o r  t h e  S  a n d  O  r o l e s  a n d  v a r i o u s  O b l i q u e  r o l e s .  D u  B o i s '
F i g u r e  2  i s  r e p r o d u e e d  h e r e  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  t o t a l s  o f  T a b l e  7
s h o w n  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  a  b a r  g r a p h  i n  F i g u r e  t .
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F i g .  1  P e r s i a n  - -

N P ' s  w i t h  - i
F i g .  2  S a c a p u l t e c

N e w  M e n t i o n s

I  a m  n o t  s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  - i  c a n  b e  s i n p l y  e q u a t e d  w i t h  ' n e w

r n e n t i o n '  ,  s i n e e  i t  h a s  o t h e r  f u n c t i o n s ,  b u t  i t  i s
i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t i c e  t h e  s i n i l a r i t y  i n  t h e  t w o  s e t s  o f
r e s u . L t s .  T h e  m o s t  n o t i c e a b l e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  D u  B o i s '
resu l t s  fo r  Sacapu l tec  and  those  repor ted  he re  fo r  Pers ian
is  i n  the  d i f f e rence  be tween  the  pe rcen tage  o f  new men t ions
( o r  N P ' g  w i t h : i - )  i n  t h e  S  r o l . e  a n d  i n  t h e  O  r o l e .  T h i s  i s
d u e  i n  p a r t  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I  h a v e  u s e d  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  N P t s
w i t h  - i  r a t h e r  t h a n  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  n e w  m e n t i o n s .  A n d  i n  f a c t
w h e n  t h e  n e g a t i v e s  a r e  f a c t o r e d  o u t ,  t h e  p e r c e n t a g e s  a r e
m u c h  c l o s e r :  S  2 2 % ,  O  - -  3 6 % ,  O b I  3 2 % .  B u t  t h e r e  i s



1 6 9

s t i l l  a  1 4 X  g a p  b e t w e e n  t h e  S  a n d  O  r o l e s ,  w h i e h  c a n  b e
exp la ined  by  a  c lose r  examina t ion  o f  the  t ypes  o f  ve rbs  tha t
i n t r o d u c e  n e w  e n t i t i e s  i n  t h e  S  p o s i t i o n .

A n o n g  t h e  2 5  t o k e n s  o f  S ' s  w i t h  a !  r e c o r d e d  i n  T a b l e  7 ,
f i f t e e n  d i f f e r e n t  v e r b s  a r e  r e p r e s e n t e d .  I t  t u r n s  o u t  t h a t
t h e s e  f i f t e e n  v e r b s  a r e  a l I  e i t h e r  s t a t i v e  o r  n o t i o n  v e r b s .
E x a n p l e s  a r e  b u d a n  ' t o  b e ' ,  p e y d 6  S o d a n  ' t o  b e  f o u n d t ,
g o z a $ t a n ' t o  p a s s  ( o f  t i n e ) ' ,  d a r  E m a d a n  r t o  c o m e  o u t ' ,  a n d
r a f t a n  ' t o  g o ' .  T h e  i n t r a n s i t i v e  v e r b s  i n  t h e  d a t a  w h i c h
s e r v e  t o  i n t r o d u c e  t h e i r  s u b j e c t  a r e  l i r n i t e d  t o  a  f e w
s e n a n t i c  c l a s s e s ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  o v e r a l l  s e m a n t i c  r a n g e  o f
i n t r a n s i t i v e  v e r b s  i s  m u c h  w i d e r .  T h u s  t h i s  c o n t r i b u t e s  t o
l i n i t i n g  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  n e w  m e n t i o n s  i n  t h e  S  p o s i t i o n :  t h e y
c a n  o n l y  a p p e a r  w i t h  a  s m a l l  s u b s e t  o f  i n t r a n s i t i v e  v e r b s .

W e  h a v e  f o u n d  t h a t  - i  f u l f i I I s  d i f f e r e n t  f u n c t i o n s
aceord ing  to  the  t ype  o f  sen tence  in  wh ich  i t  occu rs :  i t  can
serve  to  mark  a  neer  men t ion ,  i t  can  ac t  as  a  nega t i ve
s t r e n g t h e n e r ,  o r  i t  c a n  g i v e  a n  N P  i n d i v i d u a l  s t a t u s  t o  s h o w
i t  i s  n o t  a n  i n c o r p o r a t e d  n o u n .  T h i s  i s  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  a
b a d  r e s u l t :  a l t h o u g h  t h e s e  f u n c t i o n s  a r e  d i f f e r e n t ,
t h e y  a r e  n o t  e t  o d d s  w i t h  e a c h  o t h e r .  A s  D u  B o i s
( 1 9 8 0 1 2 0 7 - 8 )  e x p l a i n s  f o r  t h e  E n g l i s h  a r t i c l e  s y s t e m ,  a
con t ras t  made  in  one  pa r t  o f  t he  Erammar  may  be  t rans fe r red
to  ano the r  pa r t  o f  t he  g rammar  to  mark  a  d i f f e ren t  con t ras t
w h i c h  i s ,  n o n e t h e l e s s ,  n o t  i n c o n p a t i b l e  w i t h  t h e  f i r s t .  S o
P e r s i a n  i s  u s i n g  - i  a s  a  m a r k e r  o f  n o n - i d e n t i f i a b l e  n e w
m e n t i o n s ,  a n d  w h e n  i t  w i s h e s  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  a  n e g a t i v e  b y
d e s i g n a t i n g  t h e  s n a l l e s t  u n i t  o f  t h e  r e f e r e n t ,  - i  i s  a l s o
e n p l o y e d .  f n  b o t h  c a s e s  - i  s e r v e s  t o  c a l l  a t t e n t i o n  t o  a n
e n t i t y  i n  t h e  d i s c o u r s e  - -  e i t h e r  t o  i t s  e n t r a n c e  i n t o  t h e
d i s c o u r s e  o r  t o  i t s  u t t e r  n o n - e x i s t e n c e  i n  t h e  d i s c o u r s e
( c f  .  E x .  Z B b ,  i t h e r e  w a s n ' t  a  s i n t l e  t h i n g  l e f t ' ) .  T h e  u s e
o f  - i  i n  n e g a t i v e  s e n t e n c e s  i s  v e r y  l i k e  a  f i r s t  m e n t i o n :
i t  can  be  though t  o f  as  i n t roduc ing  a  new re fe ren t  by
a s s e r t i n g  i t s  n o n - e x i s t e n c e .

L a s t l y ,  l e t  u s  s e e  i f  t h e r e  i s  a  c o n n e c t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e
cen t ra l  f unc t ion  o f  - i  and  i t s  ro le  i n  na rk ing  p red ica te
nomina ls .  Assuming  tha t  the  no t ion  o f  i nd i v idua t ion  has
s o n e t h i n g  t o  d o  w i t h  - i t s  u s e  o n  p r e d i c a t e  n o n i n a l s ,  i s
t h e r e  a  c o n n e c t i o n  b e t w e e n  n o n - i d e n t i f i a b l e  f i r s t  m e n t i o n s
and  ind iv idua t ion?

I n  t h e i r  1 9 8 0  p a p e r  o n  t r a n s i t i v i t y ,  H o p p e r  a n d
Thompson  g i ve  s i x  p roper t i es  wh ich  co r re la te  w i th
i n d i v i d u a t i o n  ( 2 5 3 ) .  T h e s e  a r e  p r o p e r  v s .  c o n m o n ;  h u m a n
and /o r  an ina te  vs .  i nan ima te ;  conc re te  vg .  abs t rac t ;
s i n g u l a r  v s .  p l u r a l ;  c o u n t  v s .  n a s s ;  a n d  r e f e r e n t i a l  a n d
d e f i n i t e  v s .  n o n - r e f e r e n t i a l .  I n  e a c h  p a i r  t h e  f i r s t
p roper t y  co r responds  to  h igh  ind iv idua t ion '  t he  second  to
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I o w  i n d i v i d u a t i o n .  I n  o r d e r  t o  f i n d  o u t  i f  t h e r e  i s  a
c o n n e c t i o n  b e t w e e n  N P ' s  w i t h  - i  a n d  h i g h  i n d i v i d u a t i o n ,  f
ca l cu la ted  an  ind iv idua t ion  ra t i ng  fo r  eve ry
n o n - i d e n t i f i a b l e  e n t i t y  i n t r o d u c e d  i n t o  t h e  d i s e o u r s e :  t h e s e
i n c l u d e d  N P ' s  w i t h  - i  a n d  i n c o r p o r a t e d  n o u n s .  A  s u b s e t ,  o f
t h e  p r o p e r t i e s  l i s t e d  a b o v e  w a s  u s e d  i n  r a t i n g  t h e s e
e n t i t i e s .  P r o p e r  v s .  c o m m o n  w a s  n o t  u s e d ,  a s
non- iden t i f i ab les  canno t  be  p roper  nouns  r  and  de f in i te  was
i g n o r e d  b e c a u s e  I  l i n i t e d  n y  s a m p l e  t o  i n d e f i n i t e  n o u n s .
F o r  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  f i v e  p r o p e r t i e s ,  o n e  p o i n t  w a s  g i v e n  t o
e a c h  e n t i t y  f o r  e v e r y  p r o p e r t y  o f  h i g h  i n d i v i d u a t i o n  t h a t  i t
p o s s e s s e d .

T h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a t i o n  c o u n t  a r e  g i v e n  i n
T a b l e  8 .
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T a b l e  8 . A v e .  I n d i v i d u a t i o n  R a t i n g s  f o r  n o n - i d e n t i f i a b l e
N P t s

T h e  t a b l e  s h o w s  t h a t ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  i s  n o t
g r e a t ,  t h e  p a t t e r n  i s  c o n s i s t e n t :  f o r  e a c h  d a t a  s o u r c e  a s
w e l L  e s  o v e r a l l ,  N P ' s  i n t r o d u c e d  i n t o  t h e  d i s c o u r s e  w i t h  - i
a r e  r D o r e  i n d i v i d u a t e d  t h a n  t h o s e  t h a t  e n t e r  w i t h o u t  - i .

Th is  f i nd ing  suppor ts  the  c la in  I  an  mak ing  abou t
p red ica te  nomina ls .  When  a  noun  in  the  pos i t i on  o f  a
p red ica te  nomina l  i s  accompan ied  by  an  ad jec t i ve ,  o r  when  i t
canno t  fo rm an  inco rpo ra ted  p red ica te  w i th  the  ve rb  fo r
o t h e r  r e a s o n s ,  i t  i s  m a r k e d  b y  - i  t o  s i g n a l  i t s  i n d i v i d u a t e d
s t a t u s  v i s - I - v i s  n o u n  i n c o r p o r a t i o n :  a  n o u n  p h r a s e  w i t h  - i
a f f i xed  canno t  be  cons ide red  pa r t  o f  a  compound  ve rb .  Th is
u s e  o f  - i  r e l a t e s  t o  i t s  u s e  o n  f i r s t  m e n t i o n s .  f n  b o t h
cases  those  NPts  acconpan ied  by  - i  a re  more  ind iv idua ted
t h a n  t h o s e  w h i c h  a r e  n o t .
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7 . 1  S p e c i a l  C a s e s

Be fo re  f  sumnar i ze  the  f i nd ings  in  th i s  s tudy  I  wou ld
l i ke  to  say  a  few words  abou t  some o f  the  spec ia l  cases .
T h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  e x a n p l e s  o f  N P t s  w i t h  - i  t h a t  a r e  n o t
t y p i c a l  c a a e s  o f  n o n - i d e n t i f i a b l e  f i r s t  m e n t i o n s ,  b u t  t h e y
have  been  coun ted  as  such  never the less .  I  w i l l  now exp la in
e a c h  c a s e  i n  t u r n .  T h r e e  i n s t a n c e s  o f  - i  i n  t h i s  c a t e g o r y
a r e  n o t  s t r i c t l y  s p e a k i n g  f i r s t  m e n t i o n s  b u t  c a n  s t i I I  b e
s e e n  a s  n o n - i d e n t i f i a b l e  f r o m  t h e  p o i n t  o f  v i e w  o f  a
heare r , / reader  i n  the  s to ry .  The  exanp les  a re  shown be Iow.

( 3 6 )  y e k  d a f ' e  n o t & v a j e  E o d  k e
o n e  t i n e  n o t i c i n g  b e c o m e . P S T . 3 S G  t h a t

( P 8 6 )

doxtar- i  z ib-a az t rn b i run 6nad
g i r l - I  b e a u t i f u l  f r o n  t h a t  o u t  c o m e . P S T . 3 S G

' S u d d e n l y  h e  n o t i c e d  ( = n o t i c i n g - b e e o n e )  t h a t  a
b e a u t i f u l  g i r l  c a n e  o u t  o f  i t '

( 3 2 1  ! 6 h z E d e  n e g E h - e  b B I a  k a r d .
p r i n c e  I o o k - L K  u p  d o . P S ? . 3 S G

( a 6 1 )

ca5na! be doxtar- i  of t6d
e y e  .  h i s  t o  g i r l - I  f a l l  .  P S T .  3 S G

'The  p r ince  looked  up .

( 3 8 )  b a r E d a r - i  d E r - a m
bro the r - I  have .  PRES-1Sc
' I  h a v e  a  b r o t h e r '

l l i s  e y e s  f e l l  o n  a  g i r l '

(  Q 1 4 0  )

f n  each  o f  theee  cases  the  NP w i th  - i  wh ich  seems to  be
in t roduced  has  in  fac t  been  men t ioned  in  the  tex t  severa l
t i n e s  p r e v i o u s l y .  S o  s t r i c t l y  s p e a k i n g  t h e g e  - i ' s  a r e  n o t
c o d i n g  f i r s t  m e n t i o n s r  D o ?  a r e  t h e  N P ' s  n o n - i d e n t i f i a b l e .
However  i n  each  case  the  pe rspec t i ve  has  sh i f t ed  so  tha t  the
- i  a c t u a l l y  i n d i c a t e s  n o n - i d e n t i f i a b l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o n  t h e
p e r s p e c t i v e  o f  o n e  o f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  i n  t h e  s t o r y .  I n  ( 3 6 )
t h e  p r i n c e  ( a  z e r o  s u b j e c t  i n  t h i s  s e n t e n c e )  i s  w a t c h i n g  a n d
sees  a  E i r l  he  has  never  seen  be fo re .  A l though  she  has
been  a  p r inc ipa l  cha rec te r  i n  the  s to ry  up  to  th i s  po in t  and
is  i den t i f i ab le  to  the  reader ,  she  i s  coded  by  an  NP +  - i  i n
a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  p e r s p e c t i v e  o f  t h e  p r i n c e .  ( 3 7 )  i s
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e x a c t l y  p a r a l l e l  t o  ( 3 6 ) :  t h e  p r i n c e  ( i n  a n o t h e r  s t o r y )  s e e s r
a  g i r l  w h o  i s  i d e n t i f i a b l e  t o  t h e  r e a d e r .  I n  ( 3 8 )  t h e  g i r l
i s  t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  p r i n c e  w h o m  s h e  h a s  j u s t  m a r r i e d ,  a n d  w h o
d o e s n ' t  k n o w  s h e  h a s  a  b r o t h e r .  S i n e e  i t  i s  c o n v e r s a t i o n ,
i t  i s  n a t u r a l  f o r  h e r ,  t h e  s p e a k e r ,  t o  t a k e  t h e  h e a r e r ' s
p o i n t  o f  v i e w .

I t  i s  c l e a r  w h y  a n  - i  i s  u s e d  i n  t h e s e  c o n t e x t s :  t h e
w r i t e r  w i s h e s  t o  s h o w  t h e  p e r s p e c t i v e  o f  o n e  o f  t h e
c h a r a c t e r s ,  a n d  s o  u s e s  a  m a r k e r  o f  n o n - i d e n t i f i a b l e  f i r s t
ment i  on .

U p  t o  t h i s  p o i n t ,  w e  h a v e  s e e n  - i  a s  a  n a r k  o f
n o n - i d e n t i f i a b i l i t y  f r o m  t h e  r e a d e r / h e a r e r ' s  p o i n t  o f  v i e w .
T h i s  i s  t h e  f i r s t  t i n e  w e  f i n d  - i  n a r k i n g
n o n - i d e n t i f i a b i l i t y  f r o n  s o m e o n e  e l s e t s  p e r s p e c t i v e .  B u t  t h e
u s e  o f  - i  i n  t h e s e  s p e c i a l  c a . s e s  f i t s  v e r y  w e l l _  w i t h  o u r
o r i g i n a l  h y p o t h e s i s :  i t  i s  s t i L l ,  i n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  s h i f t  i n
p e r s p e c t i v e ,  a  m a r k e r  o f  n o n - i d e n t i f i a b i l i t y .

7 .2  CONCLUSION

T o  s u m m a r L z e  t h e  f i n d i n g s  o f  t h i s  p a p e r ,  w e  h a v e  s e e n
t h a t  t h e  u n s t r e s s e d  - i  i n  i t s  c e n t r a l  f u n c t i o n  r e l a t e s  t o
i n f o r n a t i o n  f l o w  i n  d i s c o u r s e .  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  i t  m a r k s
n o n - i d e n t i f i a b l e  N P ' s .  T h e  o t h e r  f u n c t i o n s  o f  - i ,  w h i l , e  n o t
c o l l a p s i b l e  i n t o  o n e  o v e r - a r c h i n g  ' m e a n i n g ' ,  a r e  a I I  r e l a t e d
t o  t h e  c e n t r a l  f u n c t i o n  o f  - i ,  l i h e  s a t e l l i t e s  o f  a  c e n t r a l
c o r e .  I n  t h i s  w a y  n e g a t i v e  s t r e n g t h e n i n g ,  i n f o r m a t i o n
s t a t u s ,  a n d  i n d i v i d u a t i o n  e a n  a l l  b e  s e e n  a s  d i f f e r e n t
a s p e c t s  o f  - i ' s  f u n c t i o n  i n  n a r k i n g  n o n - i d e n t i f i a b l e  N p , s  i n
d i s c o u r s e .
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NOTES

t  Iden t i f i ab le  (as  opposed  to  non- iden t i f i ab le )  new men t ions
are  p roper  nanes  and  cu l tu ra l l y  i den t i f i ab le  en t i t i es  euch
a s ' t h e  p r e s i d e n t ' i n  t h e  U . S .  o r  ? t h e  p r i n c e t  i n  f a i r y  t a l e
I r a n .  O t h e r  n o u n g ,  s u c h  a s  r h o u g e t  a n d  t s c h o o l ' ,  a r e  a l s o
in t roduced  in to  a  d i scours re  as  iden t i f i ab les ,  beeause  eve ry
member  o f  a  l anguage  comnun i t y  recogn izes  tha t  a  un ique
' h o u s e '  a n d  a  u n i q u e  ' s c h o o l '  c a n  b e  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  e v e r y
person .  So  fo r  exanp le ,  i n  the  gen tence  She  wen t  i n  the
house ,  house  can  be  in t roduced  as  iden t i f i ab le  because
t h e  h e a r e r  i n t e r p r e t s  i t  a s  t t h e  h o u s e  w h e r e  s h e  l i v e s ' .
The  cu l tu ra l  assumpt ions  under l y ing  the  encod ing  o f  these
en t i t i es  as  i den t i f i ab le  new nen t ions  a re  tha t  eve ryone
l i ves  in  a  house  and  eve ryone  a t tends  o r  has  a t tended  a
s c h o o l .

a  Mos t  o f  t he  o the r  - i  no rphemes  re ta in  f i na l  s t ress ,  wh ich
is  usua l  fo r  nouns  and  ad jec t i ves  in  Pers ian ,  wh i le  the  - i

h e r e  i s  n e v e r  s t r e s s e d .  T h e  o n l y  o t h e r  - i  w i t h o u t  s t r e s s  i s
somet imes  c la ined  to  be  the  same morphene  as  the
" i n d e f i n i t e "  - i  h e r e ;  i t  i s  r e q u i r e d  o n  t h e  h e a d  n o u n  o f  a
r e s t r i c t i v e  r e l a t i v e  c l a u s e .  B a s e d  o n  h i s t o r i c a l  e v i d e n c e
a n d  l { i n d f u h r  (  1 9 7 9  )  ,  I  n a i n t a i n  t h a t  t h e s e  t w o  - i ' s  a r e
separa te  morphemes ,  and  w i l l  no t  cons ide r  res t r i c t i ve
r e l a t i v e  c l a u s e s  i n  t h i s  s t u d y .

r  Moda I  ve rbs  @ oceur  sen tence- f i na l l y  i n  e l l i p t i ca l
e o n s t r u c t i o n s ,  a s  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  e x e n p l e :

har
every

p E ' , i n
down

kdr - i  ka rd  ke  dox ta ru - r6  b i yEr -e
w o r k - I  d o . P S T . 3 S G  t h a t  g i r l - R A  S J . b r i n g - 3 S G

na- tavEnes t  (Q63)
NEG-can .  PST.  3SC

iNo  mat te r  wha t  he  d id  to  b r ing  the  g i r l  down,  he
c o u l d n ' t  t

This type of  example presents no problems to our
c lause-coun t ing  task :  when  a  moda l  ve rb  in  a  sen tence
appears wi thout  a main verb complenent,  the sentence is
none the less  coun ted  as  a  c lause .
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I  A b b r e v i a t i o n s :  I  =  P e r s i a n  u n s t r e s s e d  - i ;  f M P  =
I n p e r f e c t i v e ;  L K  =  I i n k e r  ( P e r s i a n  g r a m n a t i c a l  f o r r a a t i v e ) ;
N E G  :  n e g a t i v e ;  P L  =  p l u r a l ;  P R E S  =  p r e s e n t  i  P S T  =  p a s t ;
P T C P :  p a r t i c i p l e ;  R A  =  P e r s i a n  - r E  ( c a s e  n a r k e r ) ;  S G  =
s i n g u l a r ;  S J  =  s u b j u n e t i v e ;  1 : 1 s t  p e r s o n ;  2  =  2 n d  p e r s o n ;
3  :  3 r d  p e r s o n .

3  I n  f a c t  n o n e  o f  t h e  n e g a t i v e  s e n t e n c e s  i n  t h e s e  t e x t s
c o n t a i n  m o r e  t h a n  o n e  o c c u r r e n c e  o f  - i .
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