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construction can either be mono-morphemic (e.g., [ zou ‘walk’) or multi-
morphemic (e.g., L] ‘chase’), depending on whether a motion verb consists
of one or multiple morphemes. Data from the corpus analysis further suggests
that mono-morphemic verbs and two-morpheme MCVCs are the most com-
mon types of Chinese motion expressions. Regarding the MCVCs, a step for-
ward is to investigate how different morphemes are classified and distributed
within each construction.

As an elaboration of Chapter 2, Chapter 3 continues to explore the classifi-
cation and the relative order of different morphemes in MCVCs. The chapter
begins with a comprehensive review of current approaches on manner/path clas-
sification and points out potential problems that the current account failed to
address. Due to the lack of systematic criteria, the classification of manner and
path morphemes varies in different studies. For example, the same motion L[]
zuan ‘squeeze’ is categorized as a manner morpheme by Chen & Guo (2009), but
as a path morpheme in Lamarre (2008). In addition, some linguists (e.g., Hsiao
2009; Talmy 2000) propose a third way of classifying motion construction, that
is, a motion verb that lexicalizes both manner and path information (i.e. the MP
verbs). However, several questions regarding this approach remain unsolved such
as why the MP verbs in Chinese has a limited number with no more than five
verbs under this category? And why MP verbs identified by different studies are
not the same set of verbs? To provide a more unified and systematic account
for manner and path classification, the current study provides an alternative
approach by introducing two sets of semantic tests to examine the compatibility
of a motion verb with a variety of manner adverbials and resultative expressions.
Evidence from case studies (e.g., [J diao ‘fall’; (I chen ‘sink’; [ tao ‘escape’) fur-
ther supports that rather than lexicalizing both manner and path within a single
morpheme, motion verbs in Chinese exhibit a tendency of manner/path comple-
mentarity. Nonetheless, the book points out that the current two-way approach
still cannot account for the relative order of morpheme distribution, that is, why a
certain path morpheme must precede the other as illustrated by [J[J luo-jin ‘fall-
enter’ but not *[J [ jin-luo ‘fall-enter’ In this sense, a finer-grained classification
of motion morphemes is needed.

Chapter 4 and Chapter 5 constitute the core of the book. Given the unsolved
issues in motion verb distribution, Chapter 4 proposes a four-way scale-based
approach for manner/path classification. Following Rappaport Hovav and Levin
(2010), a spatial scale refers to the relative distance between the figure and the
reference object. From the dimension of distance, path of motion can be defined
as several contiguous points located between the starting point and the reference
point, which indicates changes along the scale. For example, [J sheng ‘ascend’
denotes a change of scale in the vertical direction with reference to the ground,
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