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by the city government of Vienna via their open data initiative.® Because, as a
result of pilot fieldwork, the length of the stretch of street to be surveyed was set at
200m (squaring considerations of representativeness and feasibility), only streets
of a minimum length of 250m were included in the calculations.

Thus, a total of six streets with the most businesses per meter — one street
for each selected district - were chosen to represent high commercial activity
and consumer-orientation in the sample.” For the residential streets, the focus
was laid on those streets with the lowest number of businesses per meter, but
demographic stratification was additionally fine-tuned using census sub-districts
(‘Zahlbezirke’) as a basis. This means that in each administrative district of the
overall set of six, those sub-districts were identified that loaded particularly high
on the variable the entire district was chosen to represent, so that the local popu-
lation could be pinned down on an even smaller level of granularity. At the same
time, a selected residential street needed to be as close as possible to its counter-
part, the shopping street, to ensure a shared LL audience. A further restriction
on residential street selection was that they should match the shopping streets
as far as possible regarding the type of urban architecture. This meant that only
those residential streets were taken into consideration that, like the shopping
streets, feature a fairly closed stretch of mural facade, rather than lots of single-
family homes set far back from the street, with front yards and behind fences. To
ensure that the chosen settings would fulfill all required criteria, street selection

8. Street length data retrieved online from https://www.data.gv.at/katalog/dataset/1039ed7e-
97F-435f-b6cc-f6al05ba5e09 (April 10, 2015). No ofFcial or public data on businesses per street
were available that matched the quality and comprehensiveness of the Herold data.

9. N.B.: Using shopping streets within a demographically stratifed sample of districts as a gate-
way to the commercial (shopping) activities of local residents in Vienna is further supported
by Viennese city governmental policies that explicitly (fnancially) support ‘Nahversorgung,
or the availability of basic shopping amenities for residents close to where they live (see e.g.
Wirtschafsagentur Wien 2017).

By name, the fnal set of shopping streets featured in ELLVIiA are: Graben (lst district), Josef-
stadter StraBe (8th district), T aliastralle (16th district), Wahringer Strae (18th district),
Doblinger Hauptstral3e (19th district), and Am Spitz (21st district). T e last is in fact a triangular
square of sorts, whose outer perimeter was surveyed (in its center sits a single, huge building
housing the district administration), yielding a single street-side length of about 400m (to
match the double-sided 200m of the other stretches). Déblinger HauptstraBe and Am Spitz
were actually those streets with the second highest businesses-per-meter ratio in their district.
However, in the 19th district, the frst street in rank was rejected because its high ratio was found
to be caused by one single ofce tower that had a great number of individual businesses regis-
tered. In the 21st district, the Frst street in rank is a huge open square-cum-public transporta-
tion hub whose surveying was not deemed reasonably feasible nor its make-up comparable to
that of the other streets in the sample.
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